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project undertaken by India in the 
regions in the island's north. 

India has extended assis- 
tance for building 50,000 houses 
for resettlement of the internally- 
displaced people. 

Krishna to hand over 1,000 
houses, constructed as a pilot proj- 
ect, to displaced Sri Lankan Tam- 
ils. These houses have been con- 
structed for the vulnerable sections 
of the IDPs like physically handi- 
capped, single women households, 
widows. 

Krishna is also likely to 
sign an MoU on housing which 
would include a go ahead for 
49,000 housing units for internal- 
ly displaced persons (IDPs) . Rs 
1319 crore, has been approved by 
the Indian Cabinet recently for this 
purpose. The project will benefit an 
identical number of war ravaged 
internally displaced persons and 
Indian Origin Tamils in Sn Lanka. 

The Indian Cabinet had ap- 
proved the reconstruction and re- 
pair of 49,000 houses for IDPs in 
North and Eastern Provinces in Sri 
Lanka under grant assistance from 
the Government in December last 





Indian External Affairs Minister 
S. M. Krishna to meet the Tamil 
National Alliance (TNA) and 
government officials during his 
visit to Sri Lanka, in a move seen 
as ensuring continuity in talks to 
finding a political solution to is- 
sues in the Tamil areas. 

Krishna "is to make an offi- 
cial visit to Sri Lanka on the 16th 
of this month," the Indian Gov- 
ernment Information Department 
has informed. He will "discuss 
bilateral relations and security in 

the region," the department also 
said in a web posting. 

Krishna is also expected to check 
on the progress of the housing 
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year. 

On arrival, on January 16, 
2012, Mr. Krishna is expected to 
meet TNA delegation leader R. 
Sampanthan, and the following 
day to meet President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa. He will also meet the 
leader of opposition in Sri Lankan 
Parliament and people from the 
civil society. 

Although Rajapaksa has 
made it clear that the government 
will not devolve land and police 
powers to the regions in line with 
the 13 th amendment to the Con- 
stitution, his government has indi- 
cated that it was ready to discuss 
the issue and make concessions. 
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However, there has been scep- 
ticism that this move is just to 
buy time until the March session 
of the U.N.H.C.R. where the hu- 
man rights violations and LLRC 
reports might be taken up for dis- 
cussion. 
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Over 30 years experience in Canadian and U.S. immigration; 

Formerly worked as Assistant Parliamentary Council; Also with 

Department of External Affairs, Privy Counsel, Department of 

Justice, Canadian Transport Commission, Canada Immigration and 

the Judiciary, including Assistant to a former Crown prosecutor, 

currently a judge of the Supreme Court of Canada; published 
Internationally. 
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Karen Parker, J.D., is an International Human 
Rights Lawyer and a member of the Advisory 
Committee in the TGTE. Charles Devasagayam 
interviewed her in Toronto on Dec 18, 2011. She 
explained about the TGTE’s progress. and elabo- 
rated the difficult situation the Tamils are facing 
under the Sri Lankan and geopolitical context. She 
says that the Tamils are under the same type of op- 


INTERVIEW 


come to this. session. So there were two Skype 
satellite groups who participated through screens 


~ and-radios. One group was from London and the 
other from Paris. So, it was very good as well. I 


was personally impressed with how the TGTE is 
moving now. It has gained the kind of momentum 
it needed. 

Of course it is a new organization, with a 
new mission, if you will. It has never been done 
before with other groups Internationally and it ap- 
pears to be working well. That’s not to say there 
are no problems and issues. But, it is working 
well. The members of the assembly are getting 


The government is not recognizing the se- 


‘verity of what occurred in the last several months 


of the war. The government:is actually behind the 
verbal war with Ban-ki- Moon and High Commis- 
sioner for Human Rights. Very fiercely attacking 
any one who demonstrates any sympathy for the 
TGTE, for the Tamil people as a whole and for any 
persons seeking a real investigation of what oc- 
curred and then, some out comes would be kinds 
of tribunals or recommendations for the tribunals. 
So, in that sense its very, very difficult. 

And in the second sense, it is difficult be- 
cause this is a road that has not been trod before. 


“IF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY DOES NOT SEE CONFLICTS AMONGST 
TAMIL GROUPS, THEY ARE MORE LIKELY TO LISTEN” ~ Karen Parker, J.D 





pression that led to the armed conflict in the 
first place and shed light on how the three 
major powers, China, Russia and India are 
shaping up the future of Sri Lanka. She also 
spoke about the failure of the International 
community in 2009 and how it has been a 
hot topic at the U.N. at present and the ex- 
pected role of the Diaspora Tamils in the 
present contest. 


Q: Can you briefly tell us about the 
‘Transnational Government of Tamil 
Eelam’ (TGTE) meeting in Buffalo, 
USA, held from December 14 to 17, 
2011 and where it is heading from 
here? 





A: Well, I attended the session as a member of the 
advisory committee and actually for most of the 
time I was at the advisory committee meeting. So, 
I am more familiar with what happened at the ad- 
visory committee level than plenary. 

Although all of the members at the advi- 
sory committee made presentations to the plenary, 
what happened at the plenary was that the min- 
isters presented their accomplishments, plans and 
goals. And there seemed to be heavy emphasis in 
the plenary for actions to undertake at the United 
Nations, because of the issues of LLRC report and 
we were at the planning stages of getting together 
teams to address this issue at the March session 
and beyond at the United Nations Human Rights 
Council. 

The plenary also welcomed some new 
members who had been appointed or elected in 
the jurisdictions that had not been covered yet, in- 
cluding several from South Africa, India and some 
other places. 

That was encouraging for me to see the 
spread of the TGTE in more countries and more 
seats being filled. Of course not every one could 








* Charles with Karen Parker, J.D ; 


more and more aware of the problem areas and 
working on formulas to fix them. 

All organizations have little glitches, we 
say at this stage and the group as a whole is now 
getting much sophisticated in seeing those and 
finding remedies. It’s a constitutional body. So, 
that’s also extremely interesting and very impor- 
tant for the Tamil people to have an elected body. 


Q: At the TGTE dinner held in Toronto you 
said “it is a very exceptionally difficult pe- 
riod right now.” Can you elaborate on this 
situation and how TGTE can overcome this 
or carry forward it’s mandate in this situ- 
ation? 


A: Right now, part of the problems that makes 
it difficult is: number one, The ground reality in 
Sri Lanka is very serious. The Tamils are under 
the same type of oppression that led to the armed 
conflict in the first place. The government has es- 
sentially offered nothing as far as reconciliation. 
And only the most modest recognition that in fact, 
there have been problems. 


Ramachandran 
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So, every move forward is a new step into 
_ | the unknown. In a way it is actually produc- 

| ing a path. It requires lot of efforts to inch 
ahead. 

You ought to have road graders, you ought 
to have people paving the road. But, there 
is an end. So, treading this road every day 
helps. But, its not easy. Its not easy to try to 
get the majority of the world’s Tamils on the 





same page, looking at a goal and working to- 
ether. 


gg 


| My personal view is that the Tamil peo- 
3 | ple, whether they are in Sri Lanka, in Tamil 


| sense. It’s 


| Eelam or in Diaspora to have their own 
a common sense of what the Tam- 





__ ils should have as a people in the Island of 
Ceylon. And there 
ting there. 

So, TGTE being unique has to make an ef- 
fort to-carve a new road to bring the Tamil people 
into an understanding of what it is like to have a 
representative parliamentary, democratic organi- 


are different ways of get- 


_ zation. 


People are used to non governmental or- 
ganizations in the narrow sense of the term. Lobby 
groups, cultural groups, educational groups. This 
is a new concept and so in that perspective, it is 
difficult. It is difficult to educate a people in this 
new direction. Because, as I said, there is no mod- 
el. 

Third, the world politics are such, that it 
has enabled this Genocide to occur with hardly a 
word of criticism when it was on going. The states 
who put the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) on the terrorist list could be viewed as 
complicit in Genocide. Because as the war was 
going on, it was very clear of what was happen- 
ing. Clearly, it was the mislabeling of an armed 
conflict which actually resulted in massive civil- 
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AS IT HAPPENS 


The Christmas season is always considered to be - 


a season of good times, family get to-gathers, ex- 
change of gifts and parties. But in the West, it’s 
also a time of good tidings and charitable giving 
for the less fortunate of the society. Most of the 
wealthy neighbourhoods of Toronto might not 
have Christmas lights wrapped around the door- 
ways and trees, but their combined spirit of shar- 
ing and concern for the fellow being, raises mil- 


. FEATURE 








“The joy of brightening other lives, bearing each others’ burdens, easing other’s 
loads and supplanting empty hearts and lives with generous gifts becomes for us the 
magic of Christmas”. -- W. C. Jones -- 
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by another friend that a sum of nearly $ 7,000 was 
spent by one of her relative on their dog’s health 
problem, which eventually took its life within a 
matter of months. It is a fine and exemplary act 
of feeling for your pet; towards your four legged 
friend; the one who left its mark and attachment so 
strong but without ever expressing any in words. 
As a kid growing up in an East- 
ern household in our homeland, I could vividly 
remember the duality of having a dog at home. It 
provided love and attachment to the kids. Yet its 
foremost responsibility lied in the security it sup- 
posed to provide not only from wondering strang- 
ers who wanted to stray into your compound oc- 


mat stretching beyond its accepted boundaries. Of 
course the food did not come from supermarket 
shelves; it’s the left over rice and curry; a kind of 
forerunner for the green bin; scrumptiously in- 


By: Nila | 


dulging on fish and meat bones. 

And unlike here with pet cemeteries and 
lengthy bills on their incurable old age symptoms, 
when the time comes, our dogs willingly or un- 
willingly choose to follow the spiritual path of 
immortalization practiced in Jainism; the ancient 
spiritual movement whose influence as some 
claim the background for our holy book of en- 


Through their bruised bodies, our land is getting fertilized 


lions through charity events to 
support the needy in the Greater 
Toronto. 

Many volunteers their 
time in providing meals in drop- 
in centers and distributing gifts 
to needy families. Many families 
give non-perishable food items 
to food banks through super mar- | 
kets and fire stations, and many | 
assist in preparing and distribut- 7 
ing meals to the homeless and 
those who live on the fringe. 

In essence the festive 
time reminds our society to care 
for those who are not that for- 
tunate. The spirit of Christmas 
lives through the kindness and 
concern for the fellow human being; re-echoing 
the words of Christ that; ‘any simple deeds done 
to the needy is a deed done to the glory of God’. 

This underlying fundamental has mean- 
ingful reciprocations in the secular West, rather 
than in the fundamentalist following of the East 
where quite often we are distracted from look- 
ing into the human misery and fail to recognize 
the blessings one has. Rather, God phenomenon 
is constantly looked upon as a vehicle to obtain 
worldly possessions for their own consumption 
and for the smooth upward journey whenever that 
may be, than making this worldly conjecture as an 
asset to this earth and its fellow inhabitants, mak- 
ing a mark on their mission in this Earth. 

Recently I was in a friend’s home 
where their tiny cute pet dog made an instant at- 
tachment on everyone through its overly friendly 
gestures. During the conversation it was revealed 





casionally. But most of all from all the harmful 
insects and snakes that could dare to crawl beyond 
the main entrance. Unlike here, where veterinar- 
ians, weekly shampoos and grooms are part of 
the mediocre remake of a definition; a dog in our 
homeland delivered its non choreographed attach- 
ment through constant vigilance and protection of 
its household. 

When the night fell and the lights are ex- 
tinguished, the king of the house took to the head 
seat by lying on the veranda; his ever glowing 
night vision temporarily rested, while his long 
ears occasionally stretching like satellite to catch 
any extraordinary signals in every direction for in- 
terpretation and response. A biweekly dash in the 
lagoon honed its vitality and swimming skills and 
a run many furlongs ahead of us in the esplanade 
retained its healthy muscles strong. No stranger 
ever dared to touch us; it’s over delving welcome 


lightenment ‘Thirukurral’. Their aged 
and feeble bodies becoming lifeless 
and their body parts slowly loosing 
their senses; when their usefulness to 
the household spiriting away while its 
' lifelong attachments slowly withering 
_ — it crosses the road as a final act of 
farewell. 

Most of the time, the announce- 
ment comes by way of a neighbour 
coming to the door and confirming our 
-friend’s demise — an ‘accident’ with 
a motor vehicle two streets across. 
“My grand mother who was our dog’s 
trainer, master and care taker would 
trek the path and with the help of some 
able young men in the neighbourhood 
fetch the lifeless body of our aged and 
now lifeless lifelong friend to our house mostly 
after the night fall. 

What happened to the lifeless body of our 
furry friend is very hard to retain in our feeble mem- 
ory — with all the preparation in the background 
of looking for another puppy is underway by way 
of my father scouting for an ideal one waiting to 
be born in some household in the neighbourhood. 
But on a clear night under the bright full moon, I 
could remember hearing my grand mother saying 
that the lime tree that was not bearing fruit for a 
long time at the corner of our property is almost in 
bloom — its mesmerizing perfumed smell for the 
evening breeze trekking into the veranda where 
our friend used to sleep, guarding us all night. 

What our grand mother forgot to reveal at 
that time was that she in fact had buried our dead 
friend underneath the lime tree. While in Canada it 
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EDITORIAL 
DIASPORA’S ACTIONS NEED LEGITIMACY, 


ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY — 
VIRTUES THAT NEEDED TO BE TRAN- 
SCENDED TOWARDS NATION BUILDING 


It has become an open bemoaning for most of the members 
of the Tamil Diaspora since the days of the final war two 
years ago. Though helplessness and sorrow has overcome 
the sentiments that dilapidated the little hope and energy; 
reality warrants courage to overcome adversity. The hu- 
man history has ample evidence of societies and Nations 
overcoming monumental adversities by acting with their 
heads rather than their hearts. 

Tamils of Sri Lanka wherever they live; whatever 
social class, creed or status they may consider themselves; 
have unequivocally demonstrated that strong Tamilness af- 
ter the Genocide by the Sri Lankan hierarchy through its 
armed forces. This solidarity with their unfortunate fellow 
brethren is a unique phenomenon that has bound the con- 
sciousness of all average Tamil citizenry. We continuously 
witness this synonymous emotion all around the world. 
The once, refugees now have spread all around the corners 
of the world have even more reason to be saddened with 
this fate that has engulfed their people and their land of 
their birth. 

Despite being encircled by negative emotions, it is 
time for the Tamil Diaspora to think in ways as to how 
constructively their energy and wealth could become the 
cornerstone of a sustainable Tamil Nation. Many already 
have gone that path and building hope to bring not only 
instant hand-outs but most importantly the economic pros- 
perity that should elevate the Tamil Nation to stand out. 

A lot of times, habitually the Diaspora just com- 
memorate heroes and their sacrifices few times a year. It is 
good for the soul and a desirable vehicle for the continua- 
tion of our history. But we should remember that we cannot 
forget the fundamental tasks ahead in bringing back our 
land into liveliness with economic fundamentals by sim- 
ply letting our emotions relive few times a year. What we 
need is to give hope — not only for our people to have daily 
meals or a roof over their head — but most importantly the 
tools for sustainable future prosperity of our Nation. 

One of the solid strength that we occasionally failed 
to recognize is the privilege that we posses as Canadians. 
At a time when the Government of Canada has vehe- 
mently taken up the injustices meted against the Tamils in 
all levels of International apparatuses, the Tamil Canadi- 
ans should enlarge their scope of actions aligned with the 
Western Liberal democracies. Legitimacy, Transparency 
and accountability in line with the strict charitable code of 
conduct should be the cornerstones of Charities that need 
to mobilize Canadians in rebuilding the East and North. 

These respected Charities that could have well 
respected Canadians as Directors would get the right in- 
centives from our Government machinery. Working along 
with the Government agencies would not only enlarge the 
scope of our reconstruction efforts, it would give much 
more legitimacy in providing economic prosperity through 
investment, technical know-how, entrepreneurship and 
training. Joint ventures in promoting infrastructure, trade 
and employment is the preferred way of brining sustain- 
able wealth to our homeland. A prospered Nation cannot 
be withheld by bullies, however big or small, for its funda- 
mentals for too long. 

Some may wait for that auspicious day 
when Justice could be delivered and culprits are punished 
— but every day that we lose in that hope is a betrayal of 
our people that we have left behind to carry our ancestral 
identity. Lets think now and build our Nation — and when 
the time is ripe Freedom and Liberty would come through 
the open gates. 
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Don't worry 
we are just friends! 
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Growing Chinese influence in Indian Ocean no 


threat: SriLanka tells India 


Visiting Sri Lankan army chief Lt Gen Jagath Jayasuriya said though China’s influ- 
ence in the Indian Ocean is growing, it is not posing any threat to the Indian sub- 


continent. 
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"There is no threat 
to any country in 
Indian sub- 
continent from 
the growing influ- 
ence of China in 
the waters of In- 
dian Ocean. It is 
a wrong belief", 
Jayasuriya told 
reporters after re- 
viewing the Pass- 
ing Out Parade 
(POP) at the Indi- 
an Military Acad- 
emy (IMA) here. 


Regarding In- 
dia, he said mili- 
tary cooperation 
between India 
and Sri Lanka is 
increasing and 
armies of the two 
countries are co- 
operating with 
each other in sey- 
eral areas includ- 
ing the field of 
training. 
Source: www.de- 
fence.pk 
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“One cannot and must not try to erase the past merely because it does 


not fit the present’ - - Golda Meir 
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Significance of Thamil New Year 2043 and oneal FORE 


Thanksgiving ‘is an “important ‘as- 
pect of Thamil culture and tradition 
like many other civilisations. Most 
thanksgiving ceremonies are reli- 
gious in nature as people of each cul- 
ture thank their chosen deity for the 
favours granted to them, though this 
is not always the case. 








The Thamil festival of Thai 
Pongal is a thanks-giving ceremo- 


ny and secular in nature. It is the 
equivalent of Canada's Thanks Giv- 
ing Day. Pongal is a traditional four- 
days-long harvest 

festival celebrated by Thamils living 
around the globe. Pongal day and 
the date following are national holi- 
days in Thamil Nadu, India. 

If we reconstruct people 
made the transition from a nomadic 
way of life, based on hunting and 
then planting and gathering food, 
there has been some form of har- 
vest festival. Pongal is one of the 
most important popular festivals of 
the year. This four-days festival of 
thanksgiving takes its name from the 
Thamil word meaning "to boil” and 
is held on the first day of the month 
of Thai (January -February) when 
rice and other cereals, sugar-cane, 
and turmeric (an essential ingredient 
in Tamil cooking) are harvested. 

Mid-January is an important 
time in the Thamil calendar. The har- 
vest festival, Pongal, falls typically 
on the 14th or the 15th of January 


The Law Offices of 





~ and is the quintessential 'Thamil Fes- 
tival’. Pongal is an occasion for giv- 
ing thanks to nature, for celebrating 
the life cycles that give us grain. For 
Thamil farmers it is an occasion to 
thank gift of nature like the sun for 
warmth and farm cattle for its assis- 
tance in reaping a bountiful harvest. 

Thamilians say "Thai piran- 
thaal vazhi pirakkum’, and believe 
that knotty family problems will be 
solved with the advent of the Thamil 
month Thai that begins on Pongal 
day. This is traditionally the month 
of weddings. This is not a surprise 
in a largely agricultural community 
- the riches gained from a good har- 
vest form the economic basis for ex- 
pensive family occasions like wed- 
dings. Thamils refer to Pongal as 
"Thamizhar Thiru Naal" (meaning 
"the Auspices Day of Thamils"). No 
other festival has this unique distinc- 
tion. 

In 1921, Thamil scholars 
who gathered under the chairman- 
ship of "Thamil Kadal" (Sea) Marai- 
malai Adikal after long delibera- 
tions, decided unanimously that the 
Thamil New Year commenced on the 
first day of the Thamil month "Thai" 
which coincided with the birthday of 
Saint 
Thiruvalluvar. All the twelve 
months that followed have pure 
Thamil names. Other scholars in- 
cluded Thamil Thenral V. Kaly- 
anundaram, Thamil Kavalar 
K.Subramaniumpillai, Saiva Peri- 
yaar Satchithananthampillai, Naava- 
lar Somasundara Barathiyar, Naava- 
lar N.M. Vegkadasami Naadaar and 
Muthamil Kaavalar K.A.P. Visvana- 
tham. 

The tradition of celebrating 
Chiththirai 01 (April 14) consisted 
of a cycle of sixty years from Prab- 
hava to Atchaya and then the next 
sixty years starting with Prabhava. 
This makes it 
mathematically impossible to keep 
track or chronologically record his- 
torical events that happened in the 
past. Suppose a great leader was 
born in the year of Atchaya after a 
lapse of one or two centuries it will 


NATHAN SRITHARAN 


Barrister, Solicitior & Notary Public (Ontario) 


“not be able to decipher the exact age 
or period of that event. 
Thiruvalluvar, who 
is believed to have born 31 years be- 
fore Jesus Christ, wrote Thirukkural. 
The Thamil Calendar is dated from 
that period and referred as Thiruval- 
luvar Aandu (Year). We find Thiru- 
valluvar as a moral philosopher, po- 
litical scientist and master of public 
administration in the first two parts 
of Thirukkural. We find him to be 
a creative artist in the third part, de- 
picting the fascinating aspects of lov- 
ers. Thirukkural's immortality and 
universality are unquestionable. Its 
ethics and values are applicable to all 
religions, countries and time. It has 
been translated in over 60 languages. 
In 1969, M. Karunanidhi, 
Chief Minister of Thamil Nadu, 
ordered that the day after Pongal 
should be celebrated as Thiruvallu- 
var Day all over Thamil Nadu. He 


also declared the day as a govern- 
ment holiday. The second day of 
Thai (Thai thingal) is celebrated as 
Thiruvalluvar Day since 1974. 
Thamil Nadu Government also ad- 
opted the Thamil Calendar based on 
the birth of Thiruvalluvar in 1971, in 
government gazette since 1972 and 
in all government offices from 1981. 
In 2008, the Thamil Nadu 
government passed into law legisla- 
tion declaring Thai 01 
(January 14) as the birth of Thamil 
New Year and Thai Pongal Vizha, 








but the AIADMK government which 
came to power in May, 2011 had an- 
nulled the law. Nonetheless, Thamil 
activists continue to observe the 
first day of Thai as the beginning of 
Thamil New Year, which also coin- 
cides, with the birth of Thiruvalluvar 
in3L_ BC. 





In the solar calendar, January 
14/15 has astronomical significance. 
It is the day the sun after making a 
complete circle is seen going on its 
‘northward journey' (Uththarayanam) 
and observed from the earth the 
sun enters one of the 12 imaginary 
zodiac sign of Magara Raasi (Cap- 
ricorn) from Dhanu Raasi (Sagittar- 
jus). In ancient times, the lunar and 
not the solar calendar was followed 
in celebrating festivals. There is his- 
torical evidence to show that Thai 
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Markham Town Council approves a proclamation to mark Tamil Heritage Days. 
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Logan Kanapathy 
December 13, 2011 — During a reg- 
ular council meeting at Markham 
Civic Centre, Markham Town Coun- 
cil proclaimed January 13, 14 and 15 
as ‘Tamil Heritage Days’, effectively 
becoming the first Municipality in 
Canada to recognize Tamil Heritage 
Days. Markham Tamil Organization 
would like to thank Councillor Lo- 
gan Kanapathi for his efforts over the 
last 2 years in moving this proclama- 
tion forward. 

January is a time of harvest 
for farmers in countries like In- 
dia and Sri Lanka. Thai Pongal is a 
celebration that offers thanks to the 
Sun and cattle for a good season and 
abundant harvest. Thai Pongal is 
celebrated by members of the Tamil 
community all around the world, ir- 
respective of their religion. January 
is also considered to be an auspi- 





cious month to celebrate weddings 
as farmers are often in possession of 
wealth due to a good harvest. 

“This proclamation is very 
fitting since Markham is home to 
a large percentage of Tamil Cana- 
dians”, said Juanita Nathan of the 
Markham Tamil Organization. “It 
will also provide an opportunity 
for Tamil Canadians to gather, cel- 
ebrate and also share the richness of 
the Tamil culture with their fellow 
Markham residents”, added Nathan. 

Thai Pongal also marks the 
first day of January as per the Tamil 
calendar which is calculated based 
on the birth of Thiruvalluvar, a cele- 
brated poet and philosopher by Tam- 
ils all over the world. 

“Our Mayor and members 
of Council have always embraced 
the growing diversity in the Town 
of Markham. I’m honored and privi- 
leged to have been able to contrib- 
ute to preserve the Tamil Heritage”, 
remarked Ward 7 Councilor Logan 
Kanapathi. “Today is another his- 
torical day for Tamil Canadians and 
Markham is the only municipality in 
Canada to have passed proclamation 
of this kind.” 

“The Town of Markham has 
always been a leader in such initia- 
tives and has become a role model 
for other municipalities”, said Nee- 
than Shan, Chair of Tamil Heritage 
Coordinating Committee. “We hope 
that others recognize the historical 
and traditional value that Tamil Ca- 


nadians add to the multicultural mo- 
saic of Canada and hope that others 
will follow suit”, added Shan. 
Markham Tamil Organi- 
zation is a group that brings tens 
of thousands of Tamil residents in 
Markham together to address social, 
political and economic needs of the 


community and aims to work col- 
lectively with other communities for 
social change. 


ForMedialnquiries: 
Markham Tamil Organization 905- 
471-8070 


Proclamation Certificate 


Members of Council for 
The Corporation of the City of Pickering 
Hereby Proclaim 


January 2012 
As 


Tamil Heritage Month 


In the City of Pickering 


Dated this 14 day of December, 2011 


Qe 


David Ryan 
Mayor, City of Pickering 


Tamil Heritage Month Launch 








The official kick-off of the third 


annual Tamil Heritage Month 
2012 activities was held on Janu- 
ary 5th, 2012 at 6:30pm at North 


York Central Library Auditorium. 


Tamil Heritage Month declara- 
tion has been endorsed by over 
20 prominent organizations in 
the Canadian Tamil Community. 
In addition, Town of Markham 
and Town of Pickering have also 


joined in through proclamations 
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at their respective municipalities. 


In January 2012, a number of 
events, seminars, displays and 
competitions will be held across 
the GTA to mark Tamil Heritage 
Month. 


The objectives of the Tamil Heri- 
tage Month are five-fold: 


¢ To celebrate the richness of the 
Tamil language and literature 
¢ To celebrate the traditions, arts 
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and culture of Tamils around the 
world 

¢ To educate Canadians of all 
backgrounds about the language, 
traditions and history of the Tam- 
ils . 

* To highlight the achievements 
of Tamils in various fields both in 
the past and the present 

¢ To advance the growth and pros- 
perity of Tamils 


Following are the participating 
organisations: 
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Canadian 


Arivakam Canada, 
Tamil Congress, Canadian Tamil 
Youth Alliance, Cedarwood Tamil 
Community Ratepayers, Durham 


Tamils Association, Markham 
Tamil Organization, National 
Council of Canadian Tamils, 


Tamil Academy of Culture and 
Technology, Tamil Cultural and 
Academic Society of Durham, 
Tamil Information Centre and 


Tamil Workers Alliance. 
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ian casualties. It was also a failure to follow the 
proper application of Humanitarian Law or the 
Law of Armed Conflict, the Geneva Convention 
etc. 

So, when people tried to raise the grav- 
ity of crime, which includes Genocide, mass 
atrocities, severe racism, torture and other related 
crimes, the International community that backed 
the Government of Sri Lanka during that period 
feels there may be a complicity charge against 
them. 

So, getting the kind of agreement we need 
to go forward with investigation, gets tactically 
difficult. Because, if you look at the time period 
that needs investigation, it should be from 1983 to 
2009 and beyond. Because until there is a proper 
resolution of a conflict, the conflict is still 
in a way on going. The governments who 
were providing arms, knowing what they |g 
were being used for, are hesitant about the 
time frame for an investigation. 

In my view, Humanitarian Law §f 
obligations. and other International Law 
principles require that the entire conflict B 
be reviewed. There were war crimes be- & 
ing committed ten years ago, just not in 
early part of 2009. 

If however, the International fem 
Community only allows a narrow time f 
frame, that in a sense insults the victims of 
earlier periods. Its kind of saying they are 
insignificant, they don’t matter. And that would 
lead to Psychological and emotional problems 
which the people then need to over come. 

If people are looking for or they just want 
a sort of vengeance for the atrocities of a certain 
period of time, certainly for me, its emotionally 
very difficult. If that may be all what we can get 
to, we have to over come our own disappoint- 
ments and in a sense run with what we have. 

I also think that the road ahead for the 
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Tamils on the Island and the road ahead in the Di- 
aspora is difficult, because the Sri Lankan Gov- 
ernment has not changed. So, the Tamils on the 
Island are still in a very, very difficult position and 
trying to aid them or trying to get the International 
Community to provide the appropriate aid is a 
very difficult road as well. 

So, every where you turn there are dif- 
ficulties. That does not mean that we are not 
moving forward every day. Some times the step 
forward for one particular day looks quite small 
and it is not until, may be in two months, you see 
considerable progress. 

If any one had been at the U.N. as long 
as I have been, one would remember how we 
tried to raise and we did raise the situations in Sri 
Lanka all along. But, not many governments did. 
And suddenly, since March 2011, the situation of 





the Tamils, the end of the conflict and what to do 
about it have become a hot topic. 

So, now the Tamil issue is a hot topic, as 
to what to do with the Secretary General’s report 
and whether the U.N. system should go forward 
on its own investigation according to what the 
Panel of Experts recommended. Then there is dif- 
ficulty of Ban-ki Moon being compromised. 

Now, Ban-ki Moon has sent the report to 
the High Commissioner and to the President of the 
Human Rights Council, 
which appears to be an in- 
dication that he thinks that 
follow up actions ought to 
be theirs, rather than on his 
watch, as the U.N. Secre- 
tary General. 

In any case, having the 

issue as a hot topic is an 
enormous step forward. 
And I am certain that 
the Tamil Diaspora or the 
Tamils in the Island of 
Ceylon are aware of the 
fact that this issue is such a 
hot topic and the Govern- 
ment of Sri Lanka is going 
all out to muffle, even the 
discussions. 
There are other hot topics 
for sure, but, Sri Lanka is 
one of them. And this, for 
me is an enormous victory, 
both personally and _le- 
gally and a big victory for 
the Tamil people for get- 
ting the recognition they 
needed. 

However, that places a 
huge burden on the Tamil 
Diaspora. The Tamils in 
Canada, for instance, need 
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to know what to do about that, interacting with 
their own Governments, interacting with their own 
Members of Parliament, trying to get formulas in 
Canada that will have the Canadian government 
moving forward on the proper agenda. It requires 
that all the different (Tamil) groups, although they 
may have some differences, understand that they 
have a common interest in working together, to 
achieve meaningful results. 

I some times have told groups, ‘first of 
all you must get freedom and then you can decide 
what you are going to do.’ But, until you get your 
freedom, you should avoid five different groups 
presenting different or contradictory agendas at 
the U.N., which would lead you nowhere. The 
governments too may find excuse for not doing 
anything by pointing out the apparent disunity of 
groups with opposite views and suggestions. 

So, this is another serious chal- 
lenge Tamil groups may have to over 
come. For, the International Commu- 
nity does not care if you are Global 
Tamil Forum, British Tamil Forum 
or Canadian Tamil Congress. They 
want to see Tamils united, all with the 
same message. So, until they see that, 
there will be no meaningful or forward 
movement. 


Q: Last time when Tamil Mirror 
interviewed, you said that ‘Tamil 
people are much closer to achieve 
their goal than Karen people ( in 
Burma) or Tibetans(in China) What went 
wrong? 


A: Well, its not wrong forever. Definitely, it has 
been a huge set back. What went wrong was that 
the Conservative governments, particularly EU, 
US, Canada etc., placing the LTTE on the ‘Terror- 
ist’ list made it very difficult. Even Obama admin- 
istration was relatively new. It only came to power 
in 2008. The Obama administration did back off 
from the ‘terrorism’ language and began to have 
discussions on stopping the conflict. The United 
States through its under the table channels as well 
as its overt Channels, ceased to encourage or pro- 
vide military assistance to Sri Lanka and it went 
shopping elsewhere. 

That said, I think the Tamils had a better 
chance of at least an operable autonomy than the 
Tibetans do. The Tibetans have a slim chance, be- 
cause China is simply all powerful and China is 
much less subject to international pressure. In fact, 
there cannot be International pressure on China at 
this point, particularly when it has the veto power 
at the U.N. General Assembly. 

Sri Lanka is a small state with a clearly 
defined situation. The Tamil people, while a mi- 
nority, have a clearly defined land and its more 
of a percentage per say than the Tibetan people. 
Mean time, you have a huge China and a little 
Tibet. In the island of Ceylon, you have a small 
country, with much less awkward land distribution 
situation. 

So, its more likely that in the end run the 
Sri Lankan government would accept some real- 
istic autonomy and could be restrained. They are 
much more subject to catastrophe of boycotts and 
freezes on humanitarian aid and investments. If 
they are put on a bad boy or bad girl list by a num- 
ber of governments with sanctions, that would 
weigh far more heavily on Sri Lankan government 
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Tamils for Obama Asks Secretary 
Blake to Reject LLRC Report and Call 
for International Investigation of Sri 

Lanka’s Civil War 


Tamils for Obama wrote a letter to As- 
sistant Secretary of State Robert Blake 
in which they recognized his role in 
forcing the GOSL to create an inves- 
tigating body—the Lessons Learnt 
and Reconciliation Commission—and 
asked him to denounce the commis- 
sion’s final report as biased and inad- 
equate, and to call for an international 
tribunal to investigate the war crimes 


committed during the final stages of 


the Sri Lankan civil war. 7 


Courtesy: New York (PRWEB) 
January 05, 2012 


The Lessons Learnt and Reconcili- 
ation Commission (LLRC) recently 
released its final report, and» many 
people and organizations who were 
paying attention to events in Sri Lanka 
were disappointed. Tamils for Obama, 
in a letter to US Assistant Secretary of 
‘State for South and Central Asian Af- 
fairsRobert Blake, asked him to reject 
the inadequate report and call for an 
international investigation. — 


The letter quoted Gibson Bate- . 


man, who in the Journal of Foreign 
Relations called the report a “biased, 
inaccurate and disappointing report 
loaded with lacunae...” A Tamils for 
Obama spokesman noted “we agree 
with Mr. Bateman.” 

The letter also mentioned 
Tamil National Alliance (TNA) par- 
liamentarians, who were quoted by 
the Associated Press as saying “By 
mischaracterizing the crimes commit- 
ted during the last days of the war as 
isolated acts of individual perpetrators, 
the LLRC has effectively granted im- 
munity to civilian and military leaders 
responsible for devising the policies 
that led directly to the commission of 
war crimes and crimes against human- 
ity.” 

The Tamils for Obama spokes- 
man said “We told Secretary Blake we 
agree with the TNA parliamentarians 
too.” 

The letter went on “We be- 
lieve that the Sri Lankan armed forces, 
not just the LTTE (as suggested by the 
LLRC report), was guilty of hideous 
war crimes and transgressions. We 
suspect that any commission created 
by the government of Sri Lanka will 
be a cat’s paw of the Rajapaksa gov- 
ernment, and will see its mission as 
minimizing and eluding blame for the 
government’s misdeeds.” 

Tamils for Obama’s letter 
then offered some praise for Secre- 
tary Blake’s efforts. “We know that 
you had a significant role in creating 
the LLRC,” the letter said. “We see it 
as an act of wisdom and courage that 
prodded the GOSL into doing some- 
thing which it would never have done 
by itself. And so you are probably even 
more disappointed than we are at the 





_ Robert Blake S e = I 


LERC Ree an apologia for the 
Rajapaksa government’ Ss monstrosi- 
ties, 3° : 
-@ At the end of the letter T amils 
for Obama presented what may have 
been their main point. They wrote to 
Secretary Blake “We hope that you 
will recognize this incomplete report 


as the whitewash that it is and call for | 


an international tribunal to investigate 


the matters that the LLRC chase not to 


find.” 


To see the entire letter go to: | 
http://www.tamilsforobama.com/let- | 


ters/LLRC_report_blake.html 


_ Link to Gibson Bateman on LLRC: 


http://www.jofr.org/2011/12/17/sri- 


‘ lankas-truth-commission-a-brief- 


assessment-of-the-llrc-report/#.Tw- 
TIVTXOWWZ 


Link ‘to TNA statement: http:// 
www.huffingtonpost.com/huff- 
wires/20111219/as-sri-lanka-civil- 
war/ 


Tamils for Obama is a politically ac- 
tive group of Tamil Americans. We 
supported Hillary Clinton and then 
Barack Obama in the Democratic pri- 
mary and US general election in 2008. 


We believe that over 70,000 Tamil ci- 


vilians were massacred during the last 
weeks of the Sri Lankan civil war. We 
have watched the behavior of the Sri 
Lankan Singhalese victors after the 
war, and we strongly conclude that 
Tamils in Sri Lanka will only be safe 
when this unfortunate island is divided 
into two states. 


To contact the group, call at (617) 
765-4394 and speak to, or leave a mes- 
sage for, the Communication Director, 
Tamils for Obama. 


http://www. TamilsForObama.com 
Email: info(at)TamilsforObama(dot) 
com 

### 


Communication Director 
Tamils for Obama 

(617) 765-4394 

Email Information 
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TECHNOLOGY 
www.computek.edu 


Get Job Ready in 6 - 12 Months 


Unemployed/ Under Employed? 
Laid off after Jan 2005? 


Back to work Mom? 
New to the Country? 


Second Career 
& other funding options 


Training! 


. & 


Bank Teller 


Next Batch 


Wednesday EEG 25th 


_CSC- Volume I 


6:00 PM 


Diploma Programs 


* EARLY CHILDCARE ASST. (ECA) 


* PERSONAL SUPPORT WORKER (PSW ) 


* MEDICAL OFFICE ADMIN (MOA) 
NETWORK ENGINEERING 
ENTERPRISE NETWORK ENG. 


od 


Ad 


? 


Sd 


COMPUTERIZED ACCOUNTING 
* BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
Evening o& Week-end Courses 


Bank Teller, Canadian Securities Course (CSC) 
A+, MCTS, MCITP, CCNA 
AccPac, Simply Acctg, Quick books, MS Office 
JAVA, C++, VB, Visual C/C#, .Net, Web Design 
Photoshop, Corel Draw 
RECO - Continuing Education (CE) Credits 
Food Handler Program 


Financial assistance may be available to those who qualify 


Markham 
905.471.3344 


Food MET Certification 


: If you nate a job where you handl 
7 food you need Food Handler 


” CITY-OF TORONTO ACCREDITED PROGRAI 


Saturday January 21st : 


Sunday January 29th 


INTEGRATED APPLICATION DEV. 


Scarborough 
416.321.9911 


NOT ALL THE COURSES ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL THE CAMPUSES. 














Next Batch 


9:00 AM__4 














Toronto 
416.285.9941 
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Annual General Meeting of TESOC 














The Annual General 
Meeting of TESOC took place 
on December 9th, 2011 at 7p.m. 
The meeting was chaired by the 
current Chairman, Mr. Augustine 
Jeevananthan. The members of 
TESOC had the opportunity to 
learn about the services provided 
by the organization to newcom- 
ers, youth and seniors. Further- 
more, the event highlighted the | 

successes and achievements of the 
organization over the past year. 
Following the AGM, dinner was 
provided and members had the 
opportunity to meet the board of 
directors and fellow members. 
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WOMEN AIDING WOMEN PROGRAM (WAW) 
Funded by city of Toronto hil Toronto 


Helping women in the following areas: 
** Information about education 
*+ Information about different social services. 

** To help women and to interact with other women. 
Encourage to improve in the following areas: 

** Personal growth 

“* Leadership 
Give information about: 


“* Community resources 
“+ Healthy Living 
‘7 


** Career Development 


+, 


** Continuing Education 
Activities: 
* Conduct interactive information seminars 
“Provide information and referrals on community resources 


? 


* Improving work skills 


+, 


“+ Providing connection with other women to discuss issues. 





We also provide the following services free of charge in Tamil, Sinhalese, 
French, Turkish, Arabic, Russian, Azerbaijani, Dari & Afghan. 
* Teaching English for New Comers(LINC) 
* Sponsorship and Citizenship application 
Translation of original documents 
Attesting of Documents & affidavits. sthibiat 
* Job Search Program 


These services are funded by en 
Citizenship & Immigration Canada 


2 ee Say 


Office Hours [Djiraete A] §-757-9731 


9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

For more information call (416)757-6043 omit 
1160 Birchmount Road, Unit 1A, 

Scarborough, 

ON. MIP 2R8 


MIRROR AT REFLEC HE MIL COMMUNITY 










































‘AaieflaubsyaNt Lg | 
Haooruloss “hlancraumbmed” Sileiwed pred 
Memory book ! (200 Pages) 


rene ton Buenas Finn 
oie  Sgun 


5 aloes " 2aGn &; 2 
Sim de Bice, agra bee 
qa 
B Gt 5 eo jw 


her 


Cy CpOr 6% 
ae Sin oer 
test unmet Coe 2S 


Sin WT TH Suk 


mirediencrh AubnisOanretusHes 
A@arity AQerrefrerayib. 
AsrenesoBusl : 416 732 802! 


Wed Siehsed : aUthOrakani@yahoo.com 


TO ADVERTISE IN 


TAMIL MIRROR 
cu: 416-697-0126 









THE TAMIL MIRROR 


COMMUNITY 





JANUARY 2012 


Sillalai Social and Cultural Association of Canada 


The tenth annual general 
meeting and Christmas get- 
together of Sillalai Social 
and Cultural Association of 
Canada was held on Satur- 
day, 10th December 2011 
at 6.30 p.m. at the Anglican 
Church Hall, 700 Kennedy 
Road, Scarborough. The 
proceedings commenced 
with the lighting of the tra- 
ditional oil lamp and ob- 
servance of two minutes 
silence followed by the 
singing of the Canadian An- 
them, Thamil Thaai Vhalth- 
thu and Sillalai Association 
Anthem. 


By: Selvam 


The welcome ad- 
dress was delivered by the 
President, Mr. A. Jesuthasan. 
He also briefly referred to 
the valuable services ren- 
dered by the Association 
to the members and to the 
beloved homeland, Sillalai, 
which have all been grate- 
fully acknowledged by let- 
ters from the Jaffna Bishop, 
Parish Priest and Associa- 
tions functioning there. He 
said that members could 
view these letters published 
in “Uravuppaalam” the 
tenth anniversary Souvenir. 

The program §in- 
cluded dance item by Vana- 
thy Jeyaseelan and Sonya 
Pratheepkumar, Christmas 
hymns singing by Trisha 
with Mirudangam by Sher- 
win, Bharatha Naatyam per- 
formance by Mrs. Santhy 
Thurai, Christmas Carols 
singing by children and pre- 
sentation of gifts by Santa. 
This was followed by the 
annual general meeting, 
election of the new Execu- 
tive Committee headed by 
the new President Mr. Ratna 
Joseph and award of Vol- 
unteer Service Certificates 
to active and long standing 
members. 

The Guest Speak- 


MORTGAGE | MUTUAL FUND | TAX | ACCOUNTING | CONSULTING 


1200 Markham Road, Unit 428 
Scarborough, ON. 
M1H 3C3 
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ers included Rev. Fr. Peter 
Gitendren, the Patron of the 
Association, Rev. Fr. Louis 
Montfort and Rev. Dr. Jo- 
seph Chandrakanthan. This 
was followed by the in- 
troduction of the Guest of 
Honour, Mr. Thiru S. Thi- 
ruchelvam, Editor in Chief 
of ‘Tamils Information’ by 


Mr. Ranjan Francis Xavier. @ 


Mr. Thiruchelvam, in his 
speech, lauded the services 
rendered by the Association. 
After giving a review of the 
contents of the Souvenir 
“Uravuppaalam” in detail, 
he presented the first copy to 
the Chief Guest, Ms. Rathi- 
ka Sitsabaiesan, Member of 
Parliament for Scarborough/ 
Rouge River. 

The Chief > Guese 


Ms. Rathika Sitsabaiesan, | 
MP was introduced to the 


house by Mr. B. W. Ken- 
nedy. In her speech, Ms. 
Sitsabaiesan commended 
the Association for the vari- 
ous services and activities 
which help enrich the lives 
of the members and the 
community at large. She 
also presented awards to the 
winners and participants in 
Tamil Contests 2011. This 
was followed by dance item 
by Daniel Dominic and An- 
anth Mariathas. 

The highlight of 
the day’s program was the 
awarding of the title “Marai 
Isai Maamani’” to Mr. M. Je- 
suthasan, in recognition of 
his long services in spread- 
ing the Bible News through 
Music. The Chief Guest, 
Ms. Sitsabaiesan wrapped 
him with a Golden Shawl 
and also a Trophy was pre- 
sented to him. 

The Secretary, Mr. 
Prince Dominic gave the 
vote of thanks. The meeting 
hall was packed with over 
200 participants and the pro- 
gram concluded with sing 
song followed by dinner. 


Business Services Inc. 


Krish Tharmarajah 


Management Consultant 


@ CPP Disability Pension 


Tel: 416.431.0202 


Fax: 416.431.3943 
kananthan2003@hotmail.com 





A.K. Ananthanathan, ma, ms.w..rs.w. 
Registered Social Worker With OCSWSSW 


MVA SOCIAL WORKER/ASSESSOR 
CPP and OAS Application Process. 


® Provincial ODSP & OW 
® RDSP Tax Credit Certificate 
MQUIOA HDbI6T MO 1 ot, DQ anportiuurgmumy wag aiy 


FUPh bh DHT HULA Ha 
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(Eelam) Tamils - Part 19 


SENPAHAPERUMAL 
( Sri Sangabodhi Puvanehabahu — 
1450 - 1467 AD) 





Following his victory over the Jaff- 
na king in 1450, Senpahaperumal, 


His eldest son, Pararajasegaran, who 
came to be known as Singai Parara- 
jasegaran, succeeded Kanagasooriya 
Singai Ariyan to the throne of the 
Jaffna kingdom in 1478. He was not 
only a person of high morals, but 
also did great service to Tamil lan- 
guage and literature as well as the 
Hindu religion. Many Hindu temples 
were built during his reign. 
Saddanathar Temple to the 
north of Jaffna City, Veyilukantha 
Pillayar Temple in the east, Kailaya- 
nathar Temple to the south, and Veera 
Maa Kali Amman Temple in the west 
were all built by this king. He also 
built a tank near Nallur Kandasamy 
Temple, brought down holy water 


FEATURE 


they had been waiting for an opportu- 
nity to extend their domination over 
the Jaffna kingdom as well. As the 
first step, the Catholic Priest, Francis 
Xavier went to Mannar in 1542 AD 
and managed to convert about six 
hundred residents of that area to the 
Catholic religion. 

This enraged Sangilian, who 
went to Mannar with a large army 
and beheaded that priest and all those 
who embraced Christianity. Histori- 
ans are of the opinion that the cause 
for this ‘ Mannar Massacre’ was en- 
tirely political in nature. 

At the same time, Sangilian 
banished from his kingdom all the 
Sinhalese residents of Jaffna who 


THE RULERS OF JAFFNA AFTER THE ARIYA KINGS 
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ger bribe from 
Sangilian. 
Fearing repri- 
sal from Sang- 
ilian, Paraniru- 
pasingan fled [| 
to Goa (India) 
where he lived 
and died in ex- 
ile with his am- 
bition of becoming king unfulfilled. 

The ‘Mannar Massacre’ en- 
raged the Portuguese and increased 
their determination to remove Sang- 
ilian from the Jaffna throne and es- 
tablish their domination in that king- 
dom. 





By: Mrs. Vasantha 
Nadarajan, B.A 











A Portuguese army under 


The period of Sangili’s reign is poe eted an important era in the history of the Jaffna 
: kingdom. 














| Jaffna Royals 





built the city of Nallur, assumed the 
Sinhalese name of Sri Sangabodhi 
Puvanehabahu, and ruled the Jaffna 
kingdom for seventeen years. He is 
the one who built the Nallur Kan- 
dasamy Temple. He is praised even 
today for this noble deed. Senpa- 
haperumal was the son of Panikkan, 
a watrior from Kerala. Parakramaba- 
hu took Panikkan under his wings 
and got him married to a lady from 
his clan. 

In 1467 AD, Parakramabahu 
VI, the king of Kotte, crowned his 
grand son as his successor and died a 
short time after that. On hearing this, 
Senpahaperumal left Jaffna, went to 
Kotte, killed Jeyaveeran, and became 
the king of Kotte with the name of 
Puvanehabahu VI. 

In the mean time, he had ap- 
pointed Vijayabahu as the king of 
Jaffna. When Vijayabahu was ruling 
Jaffna, Kanagasooriya Singaiariyan 
came back from India with his fam- 
ily, killed him and recaptured his 
kingdom. He continued to have Nal- 
lur as his capital, and continued his 
rule with pomp and glory. 


SINGAI PARARAJASEGA- 
RAN 
(1478 — 1519 AD) 
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from the Yamuna River in South In- 
dia and mixed it with the water in the 
tank, and named it Yamuna Eri (Ya- 
muneri). 

He re-established the Tamil 
Sangam, which was dismantled by 
Senpahaperumal. Rahuvamsam was 
translated from Sanskrit to Tamil by 
his cousin, Arasakesari, a poet well 
versed in Tamil as well as in Sanskrit, 
and was ceremoniously released dur- 
ing the reign of this king. 

Singai Pararajasegaran had 
four sons ~— Singabahu, Pandaram, 
Paranirupasingan and Sangili. San- 
gili murdered Singabahu and Pan- 
daram and took over the kingdom. 
Pararajasegaran spent the last days 
of his life filled with sorrow and sad- 
ness by the fratricides committed by 
Sangili. 


SANGILI SEGARAJASEGA- 
RAN 
(1519 — 1564 AD) 


Sangili became the king of Jaffna 
in 1519 AD with the royal name of 
Segarajasegaran. 

For fear of Sangili, his 
brother, Paranirupasingan, started 
leading a life of low profile. Sangili 
had many Vanniars and Maravars as 
Chiefs in his army. The area where 
Maravars lived, which was known as 
Maradchchi at that time, covers the 
present-day Then Marachchi and Va- 
damarachchi. 


The period of Sangili’s reign is con- 
sidered an important era in the his- 
tory of the Jaffna kingdom. The 
Portuguese, who landed in Ceylon 
in 1505 AD, were able to establish 
contact with Jaffna only in 1543 AD. 
Sangilian not only opposed having 
any contacts with the Portuguese, 
but also meted out severe punish- 
ment to all those who had contacts 
with them. 

Portuguese domination over 
South Ceylon was widespread, and 


were creating unrest in the Tamil 
areas. Those Sinhalese people went 
and settled down in the Vanni areas 
and the Kandyan kingdom. 

The powers of the Kotte 
kings were substantially weakened 
with the arrival of the Portuguese. 
In 1534 AD, Mayadunne the 
younger son of Vyjayabahu VII, the 
king of Kotte — approached Sangil- 
ian to help him become king. But his 
brother, Puvanehabahu VII, became 
king of Kotte with the help of San- 
gilian. Mayadunne | 
had to contend with 
becoming king only 
for the Seethavaka 
region. 

Puvane- 
habahu VII, in order 
to maintain friendly 
relations with the 
Portuguese, helped 
them- to — spread 
Christianity in the 
country. The Portu- 
guese army under 
the command of | 
Aponso de Sousa 
mounted an 
sion of Jaffna by sea 
in 1543 AD. 





inva- 


But, his ships blown 
off course by stormy weather and 
rough seas, went and landed at Delft. 
Paranirupasingan, who was naturally 
angry with his brother, Sangilian, 
went and befriended the Portuguese. 

He approached the Portu- 
guese with the promise to provide 
all the help they needed to expand 
their trade and spread their religion 
if they could only remove Sangilian 
from the throne and make him King. 
To win him over to his side, he gave 
them a great amount of wealth as 
well. 

The Portuguese, who prom- 
ised to comply with his request, went 
back without doing anything for Pa- 
ranirupasingan after receiving a big- 





the command of Constantine de Fra- 
cansa left Goa in 1560 AD to capture 
Jaffna and landed at Karaiyoor. After 
overcoming the resistance of Sangil- 
ian’s soldiers at the landing point, the 
Portuguese army began advancing 
towards Nallur. 

Except for the greatly forti- 
fied fortress of Sangilian, the Portu- 
guese were able to capture the rest of 
city of Jaffna. Sangilian, in the mean 
time, set fire to his fortress and went 
into hiding at Kopay. The Portuguese 


were unable to find him even though 
they advanced up to Kopay. 

At this time, Sangilian want- 
ed to make peace with the Portu- 
guese. The Portuguese also wanted 
a peace agreement very badly, as 
they did not have enough resources 
to prolong the war forever. 

As a result, a peace agree- 
ment was signed by the two warring 
parties, which contained six impor- 
tant clauses. 


(To be cont...) 


Source: History of Ceylon Tamils, by 
Mrs Vasantha Nadarajan. 
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BLANSHAY & LEWIS 


BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 
CANADIAN IMMIGRATION & REFUGEE LAWYERS 


“OVER 18-YEARS OF EXPERIENCE & SUCCESS” 
“NEW, LOWER, REASONABLE LEGAL FEES!” 
“FREE CONSULTATIONS ” 

“EASY PAYMENT PLANS” 

“LEGAL AID ACCEPTED” 

“NEW, COURTEOUS & HELPFUL TAMIL INTERPRETERS” 


ROBERT |. BLANSHAY 
We have had the pleasure to work with, repre- BARRISTER & SOLICITOR 
sent & supporting the sri lankan tamil commu- : 
nity for over 18 years. You have our dedication, CERTIFIED BY THE LAW SOCIETY OF UPPER CANADA 
respect, support & our promise to keep provid- AS A SPECIALIST IN IMMIGRATION & REFUGEE LAW 


ing you with the highest level of immigration & 
refugee service. 


JACQUELINE M. LEWIS 


REFUGEE CLAIMS PERMANENT RESIDENCE BARRISTER & SOLICITOR, 

PRE-REMOVAL RISK ASSESSMENTS FEDERAL COURT FC 
HUMANITARIAN & COMPASSIONATE CASES CRIMINAL ADMISSIBILITY www.apply2canada.com 
FAMILY-CLASS SPONSORSHIP APPEALS FAMILY-CLASS MATTERS 

DETENTION REVIEWS ADMISSIBILITY HEARINGS 

DEPORTATION ORDER CASES WORK PERMITS FOR FAST, COURTEOUS & PROFESSIONAL 
SKILLED WORKERS, BUSINESS APPLICATIONS STUDENT PERMITS SERVICE IN TAMIL: 

STAY MOTIONS CAREGIVER PROGRAM 


PROVINCIAL NOMINATION PROGRAM FAMILY-CLASS ViJI ANTO NY: 4 1 6-26 1 -0934 
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Tamil Church organizes a Career Seminar for Tamil Students 





_ “You cannot go back to your past, to have a 
new beginning; 
But you can start today, to work towards a 
new ending”. 


The Tamil Christian Church of Canada (“TCCC”) 
hosted and organized a Career 101 (Basics) Semi- 
nar for Tamil high school students (Grades 10 — 
12), University students and Parents on December 
27th. The purpose of this Seminar was to provide 
guidance to students on choosing the right career, 
the need to focus on academics and dealing with 
the many challenges and obstacles that occur in 
their academic lives. 

The approach of this seminar was to pro- 
vide some basic principles to consider, followed 
by 4 young panellists who shared their academic 
experiences in a manner that was relevant to the 
students. 

Pradheepan Rajaratnam, one of the main 
organizers of this event - was the moderator and 
opened up the session by suggesting that the 3 im- 
portant things in a successful career was to love 
what you do; financial consideration; and work 
life balance. 

Jennika Subramaniam, a 4th year Accoun- 
tancy student was the first panellist. She highlight- 
ed the need to do weil in high school, not just aca- 
demically but also with extra-curricular activities 
to increase your chances in getting into an elite 
program of your choice. She also emphasized the 
advantages of getting into a Co-op University pro- 
gram that will provide opportunities to work in 
your chosen field while you complete your degree 


Senthi’s 


simultaneously. 

Danielle Vandervelde, who specialized in 
a Bio-Accountancy degree was the second pan- 
ellist. She spoke on the importance of having a 
structured University study plan from Day | of 
Year | to ensure you are not always playing “catch 
up”. She also spoke on the importance of having 
academic mentors and a career coach to obtain 
constructive feedback and guidance to succeed in 
your career. 





David Selvaranjan, a current medical stu- 
dent shared how it was important to set long term 
goals and have a strong work ethic to reach those 
goals. He mentioned that to remain focused it was 
important to have the support of those that cared 
about you and that it was equally imperative to 
keep away from friends who distract you over and 
over again. 

Raki Robert, a computer science major 
was the final panellist, and shared his life story of 
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going to a University away from Toronto. He got 
quite personal and mentioned how his initial vi- 
sion and goal were not right, and hence fell out 
of University for his poor academic performance. 
Unable to face his parents back in Toronto, he 
changed his life style and was determined to get 
a University degree even if it took many more 
years. Today, “cause of his decision to change his 
life around, he has a university degree and a career 
that he enjoys. 

The feedback received from the audience 
was extremely positive. Since the panellists had 
a diverse background, many students were able 
to receive some perspective to apply to their own 
personal circumstances. Whether the deficiency 
was a lack of self-confidence, drowning with fi- 
nancial woes, constant family pressure, confusion 
about deciding on a career or simply needing the 


tools to succeed — the seminar organized by TCCC -> 


illustrated that, anything can be achieved — if you 
really “want” it. 

The Tamil Christian Church of Canada 
under the pastoral leadership of Rev. Dr. Vinson 
Samuel has committed time and resources to be 
community focused. The organizing committee 
of the Career 101 seminar is planning more such 
events to benefit students and be informative to 
parents as well. 

If you would like more information about 
future Career 101 seminars, please contact Prad- 
heepan Rajaratnam @ 416 819 2612. If you are in- 
terested in learning about TCCC and its ministries, 
please visit www.TamilChristianChurch.com . 
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For most Canadians, the first sign 
of frost means our favourite winter 
activities are just around the corner, 
however, for people from our com- 
munity, who are not really familiar 
with this type of winter weather, it 
also means icy steps and sidewalks, 
snow to shovel and finding the best 
ways to stay warm. Most of our el- 


WELLNESS SPOTLIGHT 


LIFT LIGHT AND SHOVEL RIGHT 
AVOID BACK PAIN, DIGGING YOUR WAY THROUGH THE WINTER ; 


searchers have reported an increase 
in the number of heart attacks among 
snow shovelers after heavy snow- 
falls. Snow shoveling is very de- 
manding on the body. Typical winter 
conditions (a little more than an inch 
of snowfall and temperatures that dip 
below 20 degrees) cause death rates 
from heart attacks to triple among 














derly try to avoid coming out of the 
house, unless it is a medical emer- 
gency. Whether you are an outdoor 
type or you would rather spend your 
spare time curled up in front of the 
fire, there are a few simple things 
you can do to help stay healthy and 
injury-free this winter. 

Although, the winter weath- 
er offers loads of activities for the 
young and old, it also means dig out 
all that snow in our driveways, be- 
fore one can head out of the house. 
The good news is that 15 minutes 
of snow shoveling counts as mod- 
erate physical activity according to 
the 1996 Surgeon General's Report 
on Physical Activity and Health and 
will burn 408 calories per hour. 

The bad news is all that 
beautiful white snow is deadly. Re- 


men 35 to 49 years old. Shoveling 
snow can be very dangerous if the 
right precautions are not taken. 

You may wonder, why a 
task as simple as snow shoveling is 
so dangerous. What makes shovel- 
ing more dangerous than other av- 
erage tasks around the house hold 
is the temperature. Your heart rate 
and blood pressure increase during 
strenuous activity. That, coupled 
with the body's natural reflex to con- 
strict arteries and blood vessels when 
exposed to the cold, is a recipe for a 
heart attack. 

Although, snow shoveling 
is a good exercise, there are some 
higher risk groups who should think 
twice before picking up that shovel. 
Smokers may want to resort to that 
snow blower - and certainly you 


PUBLIC MEETING OF ALL SRI LANKAN 
PENSIONERS LIVING IN CANADA | 


A public meeting of all Sri Lankan Pensioners, living in Canada is organ-_ 
ised by the Ontario Sri Lankan Pensioners Association (OSPA), along 
with its second Annual General Meeting at the Scarborough Civic Centre 
Council Chambers at 9.30 A.M. on Monday, 16th January, 2012 to con- 


sider 


(i) The difficulties faced by the Pensioners after September, 2009 in re- 


ceiving their normal pensions 


(11) Non receipt of allowances and pension anomalies granted by the Gov- 


and : 
(ii) Pensioners’ other grievances. 


ernment to all Pensioners in its budget proposals of 2010, 2011 and 2012 


All Pensioners, irrespective of membership in the OSPA are kindly re- 
quested to participate in this meeting and express their views. 

Any further information may be obtained by contacting the Presi- 
dent of OSPA - Mr.R.S.Jogendra - telephone 647 285 9336 or Vice 
President Mr.G.Stanley de Silva — telephone 416 293 8592 or Mr. Mae 
- telephone 416 895 8111. 
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should never smoke while shoveling. 
Tobacco smoke constricts blood ves- 
sels just as cold air does; the combi- 
nation can be dangerous. 

And if you lead a sedentary 
lifestyle, you could be putting your- 
self at risk. You do not want very 
strenuous snow shoveling to be the 
only thing you have gotten off the 
couch for in a month. It is definitely 
something that needs to be worked 
up to. 

I was actually, holding on to 
this article, hoping that I do not have 
to write about proper snow shoveling 
techniques this winter. Nevertheless, 
as I was about to start writing the ar- 
ticle on December 27, 2011, the first 
real snow fall of this season hit our 
Greater Toronto Area. Watching peo- 
ple shoveling snow in our neighbour- 
hood, made me realize how impor- 
tant it is to inform everyone, of some 
the seriousness of this activity if not 
done properly. 

When you consider that 
a shovel full of snow weighs 5 to 
7 pounds, you realize how much 
weight you have to lift to clear your 
sidewalk or driveway — on aver- 
age, several hundred pounds! These 
tips will help keep your back in top 
shape. 


Be heart smart: Do not eat or 
smoke before shoveling snow. Avoid 
caffeinated beverages. These are 
stimulants and may increase heart 
rate and cause blood vessels to con- 
strict. 


Don’t let the snow pile up: If the 
weather report calls for several days 
of snow, frequent shoveling will al- 
low you to move smaller amounts of 
snow at once. Fresh snow is lighter 
in weight snow becomes dense as it 
compacts on the ground. Wet snow is 
very heavy. One shovelful can weigh 
20 pounds or more! 


Pick the right shovel: Use a 
lightweight pusher type shovel. If 
you are using a metal shovel, spray 
it with Teflon first, so snow would 
not stick to it. Choose a shovel that 
is ergonomically correct—a shovel 
with a curved handle. Many hard- 
ware stores and home centers stock 
ergonomically designed snow shov- 
els. These shovels help you to keep 
your back straighter reducing spinal 
stress. Sometimes a smaller blade is 
better. You will not be able to shovel 
as much snow per shovel load, but 
the load will weigh less, which puts 
less strain on the spine. 


Push, don’t throw: Always push 
the snow to the side rather than 
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throwing it. That way you avoid lift: 
ing heavy shovelfuls of snow, and 
sudden twisting or turning move- 
ments. : 


Bend your knees: Stand with your 
feet about shoulder width apart to 
maintain balance. Try to keep the 
shovel close to your body. Bend at 
the knees and 1 not. the waist or back, 


By Dr. Radhika Natgunarajah 











Tighten your stomach muscles as 
you lift the snow. Lift with your legs 
and not your back. 


Do not twist your body. Dump the 
snow in front of you. If you need 
to move the snow to the side, move 
your feet—do not twist! If you find 
you have to lift a shovelful of snow, 
use your knees and your leg and arm 
muscles to do the pushing and lifting, 
while keeping your back straight. 


Warm up: Before tackling any 
strenuous activity, take the time to 
warm up with some overall condi- 
tioning (a 10 to 15 minute walk, even 
on the spot, should do it), followed 
by some simple stretching. 


Take a break: Most importantly, 
know the warning signs of a heart at- 
tack. These may include chest pain, 
shoulder, neck or arm pain, dizzi- 
ness, fainting, sweating, nausea, or 
shortness of breath. Take a rest !!! 
Shake out your arms and legs. Stop 
shoveling immediately if you feel 
chest pain or back pain. If you have 
back pain that is severe or that per- 
sists for more than a day after shov- 
eling, see a chiropractor. And if you 
think you are having a heart attack, 
seek medical help immediately. 


Dress for the weather: Layered 
clothing works better to keep your 
muscles warm and your skin dry so 
you do not get chilled. You may want 
to invest in clothing designed spe- 
cifically for winter outdoor activity 
or layer garments made of natural 
fibres. 


Stay hydrated: Do not be fooled 
by the temperature! Your active body 


needs plenty of fluids even though it 


is cold outside. Be sure to drink lots 
of water or juice before, during and 
after winter sports. 

Safe snow shoveling re- 
quires proper preparation, the right 
tools, good technique and knowl- 
edge. These are helpful hints, which 
will safe your lives. Do not take them 
very carelessly. 
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MARANAM.COM 


HEAVEN CARES wero = cnn 


ADVISING FAMILIES ON YOUR LOVED ONE’S FINAL JOURNEY 
Www.maranam.com, E-Mail: info@maranam.com 





FUNERAL HOME INC 


PROVIDING PEACEFUL FINAL ARRANGEMENTS 
8911 Woodbine Ave., Markham, ON L3R 5G1 


cai: Vilosan Sivatharman eng ca: Christeen Seevaratnam 


Funeral Counsellor Funeral Counsellor 


416-431-3600 ix: 416-431-3600 «x: 
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Inviting you all. 


On behalf of several local Markham Tamil community organizations and myself | am honoured to invite you all to the inaugural Tamil 
New Year / Thai Pongal (Markham Tamil Heritage Celebration) on Saturday, January 14, 2012 at the Markham Civic Centre. 
Markham Council is the first municipality in Canada to officially recognize this auspicious celebration by proclaiming January 13, 14 
and 15 as Tamil Heritage Days/Tamil New Year/Thai Pongal. 








Please join me for this exciting celebration and display of rich culture and entertainment. Refreshments will be served. 






Tami New Year/ Thai Pongal (Markham Tamil Heritage Celebration) 






Where: Markham Civic Centre (101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham ON, L3R.9W3) 
When: January 14, 2012 from 10:00 AM — 2:00 PM 







If you require more information, 
Please do not hesitate to contact my office. 











Please contact my office for details: 
Logan Kanapathi 
Lkanapathi@markham.ca 
Tel:905-479-7748 
Fax:905-479-7763 
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MIRROR THAT REFLECTS THE TAMIL COMMUNITY 





THE TAMIL MIRROR 


JANUARY 2012 




















WARE 






















The Law Office of 
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Barrister & Solicitor, Notary Public 
> RealEstate Law > Residential & Commercial >» Business Law 





2100 Ellesmere Rd., Suite 202 Scarborough, ON, M1H 3B7 (Markham & Ellesmere) 





MIRROR THAT REFLECTS THE TAMIL COMMUNITY 


JANUARY 2012 





SORE RS SUL ES i HRI OU SSCS RI SERRA AE ESA ASAD Ae SM WSO Sa areal TSA ea Sitar ORLA BASS 


OLIDAY BLOWOUT 













SOFA SET 
$2099 


SOFA SET 
$2199 






AN eae aaa ade Ai 


“wre enleaieaptnwrwenne aes sctibtacan 


‘fticneneamoneninrnl nang 
aaeyunassanniahnnsntictileed 


|| 100% Solid Wood Beds 48 hour Delivery 


ny 


a a 


Genuit 


Suntlowers 3024 


orn 1 eo +r ec See 














MIRROR THAT REFLECTS THE TAMIL COMMUNITY — 





THE TAMIL MIRROR JANUARY 2012 





2 mise eiLigest Cumipsienuw 
Oil eailmoyslooysennr? 


Ganesh Thangarajah 


Real Estate Broker 


416-298-3200 
416-994-9046 
HomeLife Today Realty Ltd., Brokerage* 


~ 31 Progress Ave., Suite 210, Toronto, ON M1P 456 - Tel: 416-298-3200 


*independently owned and operated. Defiantly intended to solicit homeowners, not those currently listed home owners 
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$379,000 $259,000 $359,000 
AJAX Mississagua Brampton / HWY 50 / HWY7 
3 Bdr, 3 washrm, Detached 3 Bdr, 2 Washrm, Townhouse 3 Bdr., 3 Washrooms, Detached 





$339,000 $499,000 $499,000 
3 Bdr., 3 Wshrm, Detached 4 Bdr. 3 Wshrms. Detached 4 Bdr., 3 Washrooms, Detached 





Brampton MAPLE MARKHAM & PASSMORE 
| 
| 


$349,000 $479,000 /2000 saf $374,000 
NEWMARKET McCowan / Elson Kennedy / Eglinton 
3 Bdr, 3 Wshrm, Semi 4 Bdr., 4 Washrm, Finshed Bsmt aes © WsitTh, Deiat 
; i Finish Basement 






$639,000 $329,000 $869,000 
MARKHAM & PASSMORE Brampton DUFFERIN & MAJOR MACKENZIE 
4 Bdr., 3 Washrm, Detached - 3 Bdr, 2 Washrm, Semi 4 Bdr.4 Washrm, 3600 SO FT 
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is here to help YOU 


The # 1 Law Firm dealing with 
Accident Benefits in the con 


¢ Over 35 years of combined experience in the field 

e Serving the community successfully for the past 7 years 

e 4 Lawyers, 3 Students-at-Law, 2 Sri Lankan-trained Medical 
Doctors and over 35 Trained Legal Assistants at your service 


¢ Award recipient, 2010 Tamil Chamber of Commerce Awards 


CONTACT “MARINA 
PHONE 905.232.3004 
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IT SOLUTIONS 


Together we accelerate your business 
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“Meetings after meetings between 
the Tamil TNA and the Singhalese 
government did not produce any 
fruitful results. It is a known fact 
that Rajapakse’s government is not 
prepared to give any thing for the 
Tamils. He knows how to hoodwink 
the Tamil political parties. The main 
reason is there is no unity among the 
Tamils. Sri Lankan history explains 
clearly that from JR’s time, talks af- 
ter talks did not produce anything 
fruitful. Only some Tamils got min- 
isterial positions and foreign trips. 
First Ahimsa, satyagraha, then vio- 
lence, after that war and now again 
back to square one, the talks. Do you 
all think that any thing good will 
happen to Tamils and Muslims in Sri 
Lanka?,” Chinniah entered the res- 
taurant with anger making the above 
comments afar reading a Sri Lankan 


paper. 


CHANDRA: Chinna is correct. 14 
rounds of discussions unavailing. 
Govt. had not resolved a single issue 
- TNA withdraws from discussions. 
TNA M. P. Suresh Premachandran 
speaking to Lanka e news said , “the 
Tamil National Alliance (TNA) had 
withdrawn from the series of discus- 
sions which were held between it and 
the Govt. There had been 14 rounds 
of discussions to resolve the national 
issue , but so far , as there was no so- 
lution found despite the issue revolv- 
ing around small and simple requests 
, the TNA had decided to withdraw 
from the discussions which are serv- 
ing no purpose and unavailing.” 
“The Govt. had not furnished even a 
single answer to any of the questions 
asked by the TNA pertaining to the 
thousands of people who had been re 
settled” Suresh Premachandran said 
, at a discussion at the Temple Trees. 
The TNA withdrew from them after 
informing the Govt. 


CASSIM: This strategy of holding 
meetings is to delay decision making. 
If foreign diplomats are involved in 
such meetings then the government 
has a commitment, The world will 
be aware of what is going on. Some 
outcome will arise. 


CHANDRA: Do you all know 
about what happened to Ratwatta. 
He is lucky that he died , but we are 
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dying daily witnessing MaRa re- 
gime’s atrocities — SLFP seniors say. 
Another powerful senior SLFP stal- 
wart General Anuruddha Ratwatte 
was a victim of the Mahinda. He was 
the younger brother of the late Siri- 
mavo Ratwatte Dias Bandaranaike , 
the first female Prime Minister of Sri 
Lanka and in the world, and uncle of 
the former President of Sri Lanka‘s 
Chandrika Bandaranaike , world’s 
first female President. Ratwatte died 
at the age of 73 after enjoyin 
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remarked ‘ In a way , Ratwatte is 
lucky that he passed away. We on the 
other hand are forced to look at the 
obnoxious conduct and degrading 
actions of this Rajapakse oligarchy 
and die a slow death.’ Another said, 
‘MaRa is killing the original SLFP 
ers and throwing them to the street or 
allowing them to die of disillusion- 
ment and disgust watching his dis- 
gusting actions’. 

The Rajapakse regime’s 
venom has been so vicious that no 








| Sampanthan and Rajapaksa 








during his sister’s time. 


CHINNIAH: The regime chief 
attended the funeral, just a few mo- 
ments before the ceremonies began, 
to ward off mounting criticisms . The 
Senior SLFP seniors who were pres- 
ent on the occasion began leveling 
grave criticisms against the regime 
chief who is a SLFPer himself for his 
unwelcome and unsavory conduct. 
‘ The chief attended the funeral of 
UNP er Rupa Karunatileke and spent 
a lot of time there; he attended the 
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General Ratwatte 
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‘Bana’ sermons when UNP er Aluvi- 
hara died , and stayed for hours at the 
end of that funeral house , but arrived 
at SLFP Ratwatte’s funeral at the last 
moment and waited only for a few 
minutes’, they lamented. 





CHANDRA: A Minister who is ap- 
parently very close to the President 


permission was given even to dress 
late Ratwatte’s body in Army uni- 
form. General Ratwatte adored his 
Army career . Even when he was the 
Deputy defense Minister he preferred 
to wear his Army clothes while on 
duty. During those days , he not only 
wore the Army uniform, he wore the 
‘camouflage attire’ of the Army , Air 
Force and Navy. When he was the 
Dep. Defense Minister he sought to 
boost the morale of the three Forces 
by demonstrating that he was not 
only a Minister but a soldier by min- 
gling with the Forces. 


CHANDRA; It is sad to note that 
this Rajapakse regime had refused 
to allow the body of such a soldier 
to be draped in Army uniform even 
at his funeral. Consequently , he is 
to be dressed in the attire of the Di- 
yawadane Nilame (he was the Di- 
yawadane Nilame at Kandy Dalada 
Maligawa for six months) on his final 
journey . He was not given the due 
respect, or the military support de- 
serving of a General at death. Those 
military honors accorded to him was 
also due to pressures exerted by the 
SLFP seniors and from Army quar- 
ters. The same situation will arise 
when Gotabaya meets the same state 
as Ratwatta. 


CHINNIAH: | General 


was one of those who spearheaded 


Ratwatte 
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the SLFP in its victorious march 
after facing sufferings and setbacks 
under the UNP reigns of 17 years. 
He played a key role in curbing and 
controlling the controversies and 
conflicts which sprung up among 
Srima- Anura-Chandrika , and pro- 
pelled the SLFP forward . At the time 
of his death , he was holding the post 
of SLFP chief Organizer . But in that 
post he was made a mere figurehead. 
Today , there are so many Organizers 


By: Ponnan 


in the SLFP. Most of them are UNP 
pole-vaulters who crossed over to the 
SLFP and are now cronies and hang- 
ers on of the Rajapakse regime . 


CHANDRA: In the latest UNP 
party elections it is a surprise how 
Ranil defeated Karu the honest effi- 
cient person. Many believe Mahinda 
has a hand on it. If Ranil is the leader 
of UNP, Mahinda has better control 
of power. 


CASSIM: Rajapakse regime un- 
dercut Gen. Ratwatte from under his 
very feet by underhand measures.... 
No sooner Mahinda (MaRa) took 
hold of the rein , than Bayagotha 
who was new to the defense secre- 
tary position, always paranoid and 
fear gripped summoned Gen. Rat- 
watte for the security Council meet- 
ings with utmost fright. Prior to his 
arrival for the meeting, the secu- 
rity regarding the Colombo Port had 
been discussed. This Bayagotha ex- 
posed his moron nature by stating, 
before Ratwatte could arrive that the 
internal security of the Port shall be 
intensified. Ratwatte came for that 
meeting after this idea had been an- 
nounced. 

As there was no seat as- 
signed for Ratwatte , the former Dep- 
uty defense Minister who had much 
greater experience than Bayagotha, 
had to take a seat which was not that 
allocated to him. Bayagotha the no- 
torious coward could not bear to see 
him. However he did not facially 
show his feelings. Ratwatte then 
asked during the discussions on the 
provision of internal security to the 
Colombo Port , “why give priority to 
the internal security of the Port? The 
enemies are already there. More im- 
portant is to prevent the enemy from 
entering the Port. Hence , the secu- 
rity at sea and the coastal areas from 
Dehiwala to Mattakuliya should be 
beefed up, and towards this end , a 
new Navy security camp be estab- 
lished,” he pointed out. 

Everyone present at the se- 
curity meeting fully endorsed this 
proposal. Unfortunately , Ratwatte 

CONTD. ON PAGE 40... 
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The popular music 
composer Ilayaraja’s 
wife Jeeva, passed 
away in Chennai, due 
to heart attack. She 
was aged 58 years. 
She who was resid- 
ing along with her 
family members in 
T Nagar had com- 
plained of chest pain. 
She was admitted in a 
nearby nursing home. 
She was given intensive treatment. But, she passed away at 
10.40 p m. Jeeva who hails from Pannaipuram is the daughter 
of Ilayaraja’s sister. She is survived by Ilayaraja, sons Yuvan 
Shankar Raja and Karthik Raja and daughter Bhavatharani. 


The name of Silk Smitha was once famous 
among youngsters and elders because of 
her figure. Her dancing was very attractive. 
Vandichakaram was the first Tamil that in- 
troduced her in the Tamil cinema world. Silk 
Smitha was the leading glamour queen who 
reined the Tamil film industry in the 1980s. 
She had also acted in Malayalam and Telugu 
films. 





In 1996 she died in a mysterious way. 
Some say she committed suicide because of 
financial problems while others say that she 
was murdered and hanged in her apartment 







































» Actress Sneha who has been referred as the smiling beauty of 
} Tamil cinema will be soon marrying actor Prasanna. This 
marriage is taking place with the endorsement of both 
Cheat parents. This has been officially an- 
nounced by actor Prasanna himself. 
Sneha made her debut in Tamil 
films in 2001. Similarly Prasan- 

na made his debut through 

the film ‘Five Star.’ After this 

both of them continued to act 

in many films. But, for the first 
time Prasanna paired with Sneha 
in the film Achamundu Acha- 
mundu. 

The shooting of this film 
w took place in America 
for nearly two months. 

At that point of time 

both of them became 
very close and inti- 
mate. There was news that both were in love. Both of them also did not refute this news. At 
this juncture, Prasanna recently announced that he will be marrying Sneha soon. It is also x 
important to note that Sneha is elder to Prasanna. 

When asked Prasanna about this romantic affair, he said, "Initially my relation with 
Sneha was purely professional. As days passed, I was attracted by Sneha’s activities. Though 
she was a big actress, she never had that head weight.” 


Vadivelu’s manager commits suicide 


Vadivelu is undergoing bad period in cinema world. Comedian 
Vadivelu's manager, R Veluchamy, allegedly committed suicide 
at his residence in Pullaiyar Koil Street in Vadapalani. Veluchamy 
was found hanging from the ceiling of his first-floor house by a 
neighbour who had gone there to check on Veluchamy after 
the latter did not respond to calls on his mobile phone. Ac- 
cording to police, Veluchamy (51), a native of Madurai, was 
suffering from some ailments and he had reportedly talked 
about this to Vadivelu. 
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Silk Smitha family objects to “Dirty Pictures” 
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in Saligramam. Now a film is being made 
based on her life. This film is titled ‘Dirt 
Pictures.’ Vidhya Balan has donned the r 
of Silk Smitha. The shooting of this film 
the final stages. The film is to be complete 
soon and will be released shortly. a 

At this juncture, Silk Smitha’s 
brother Nagavaraprasad has objected to re- 
lease this film. He has mentioned, "We came 






made in Hindi, through the print and e 
tronic media. But, no one has approachec 
talk about this and also did not get our con- 
sent. oe 
So, we had sent a legal notice to di- 
rector Milan and producer Ekta Kapoor ask- 
ing them to refrain from making this film. 
But, there is no reply from them. Hence we 
will be sending another legal notice through 
the High Court Judge. We will have to see 
the film before its release. The objectionable 
scenes are to be deleted. Till now we are not 
aware of the background of the death of our 
Silk Smitha, We are not expecting any mon- 
ey from the producer. Our family members 
should not be hurt because of this film." 


Rasikan 
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Tamils spiritual treasure is Thiruvasakam 
Its contents are described as ruby utterances and heart melting verses. 


Marka- 
zhi or the 
month of 
Decemer 
ber is the 
month of 
devotion. 
Lord Kan- 
nan once 
said he 
belongs to 
month of 
Markazhi 
(Decem- 
ber). During this sacred period of December, the 
Saivites and the Vaishnaivites sing in praise of 
lord Shiva and lord Kannan. Saint Manicavasagar 
sings in praise of Shiva, which is embodied in 
the Thiruempavai of Thiruvasakam and Aandal’s 
Thirupavai speaks of the glory of lord Kannan. 
But, in this article the writer is concen- 
trating on Thiruvasakam and Thiruempavai but 
here and there the author may draw parallels of 
Thiruempavai and Thirupavai. Doctor G. U. 
Pope’s translation of Thiruvasakam appeared on 
April 24 1900 and it marked his 80 th birthday. By 
1948 Doctor Pope’s translation has became a rare 
work. Doctor Kumaraswamy Pillai felt happy that 


By: M.K.Eelaventhan 
former MP, Sri Lanka & a member of TGTE 
(Representing Canada) 


his son in law K.M.Balasupramaniam who began 
his life as an atheist started experiencing a sea of 


change. 

According to Dr. Kumarsammy Pillai 
finding the hour to be opportune sometimes dur- 
ling 1948, he gave his son-in-law two books, they 
being a copy of Pope’s translation of the Thiruvaa- 


‘sakam and a copy of Heilier’s prayer (translated 


from German to English). There is evidence to 
show that K.M.B gradually took to the cultivating 
of the Thiruvakam with an enthusiasm of which he 
was utterly unaware till then. It is said with some 
wonder that he knew the entire work by heart in 
a few years time. His lectures on Thiruvasakam 
drew enthusiastic crowds. Tamil Thentral Tiru. Vi. 
Ka called him Tiruvasakam Balasubramaniam. 

In 1949, the pontiff of the Dhamapura 
Aadheenam confirmed on K.M.B the title “Tiruv- 
asakamani”. K.M.B was a literary critic who 
discovered some flaws in Pope’s translation. He 
vowed to rectify them. He loved and revered 
Doctor Pope and to an unusual extent of even 


identifying our soul with Rev. Dr. Pope. K.M.B 


translated his thoughts into action and brought 
out his version of Tiruvasakam. His translation 
is considered as a Magnum opus. There are oth- 
er translations of Tiruvasakam whom we value 
high. They are G. Vanmikanathan’s translation, 


_ Dr.Srinivasan’s translation, Thirumathi Ratna Na- 


varatnam’s translation and Sekkizhaar Adi-p-Podi 
T.N.Ramachandran’s translation. 
Tiruvasakam is a spiritual biography of 


Saint Maanickavaasagar says Sekkizhaar Adi-p- 


Podi T.N.Ramachanaran. He further says about 
Maanickavaasagar in the following words 

“ his worldly existence beset with lures 
galore, his natural propensity to Godliness, his 
glimpses of Siva, the consequential bliss in which 


) he was immersed, his feeling guilty for his alleged 
_ telapse into worldliness, his determined efforts to 


y 
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combat the trials and tribulation of his phenom- 


enal life, his enervation for the nonce, his experi- 
ence of ennui, his death-wish, his gradual progress 
and his ultimate victory are portrayed in such di- 
vinely vivid and graphic detail that the reader is 
persuaded to think that he too is a co-pilgrim with 
the saint. 

The earnest reader feels that every let- 
ter, syllable, word or phrase of this unique opus 
is loaded with an extraordinary significance. The 
work communicates itself at various levels and 
each reader is enabled to derive a measure of ful- 
fillment commensurate with his competency. This 
work is not to be comprehended by tuition but by 
intuition” 

Sekkizhaar Adi-p-Podi speaks of his 
translation in the following moving manner “I 














Manickavasagar 


have done my best to produce a readable, and at 
the same time, a dependable translation. Our Saint 
has somehow presented in beautiful language 
thoughts that are language defying. 

His soul-uplifting words are heightened 
by an exquisite ‘something’ which no translation 
can even faintly mirror. His vocables took shape 
in the lamplight of eternity, not as mere words 
but as divine symbols. I may please be forgiven, 
if the heart of mystery still continues to remain a 
mystery in my translation. God is great and Saint. 
Maanickavaasagar is less great than God only.” 

Professor Sundaram Pillai who wrote his 
famous work (Manomanyam) and lived only for 
33 years speaks of Tiruvasakam as a holy word of 
Maanickavaasagar. This what he says of Tiruva- 
sakam 

“There are indeed but few poems in any 
language that can surpass Thiruvasakam or ‘the 
holy word’ of Maanickavaasakar, in profundity of 
thought. In earnest-ness of feeling or in the child- 
like trust, in which the struggling human soul, 
with its burdens of intellectual and moral puzzles, 
finally finds shelter”. 

In this context it’s not out of place to 
quote but Dr. G.U. Pope said of professor Sunda- 
ram Pillai this is what he says of him, “The dis- 
tinguished author of Manomaniyam, P.Suntharam 
Pilaai has-too early for us-passed into the unseen. 





The copy he sent me (inscribed with characteristic 
modesty), ‘Submitted to — with the author’s best 
respects,’ is to me a valued companion. 

Adding weight to what professor Sunda- 
ram Pillai said, Dr. G.u. Pope who was the first 
translator of Tiruvaasakam speaks of Tiruvaas- 
akam in this following manner “Tiruvaasakam de- 
picts in beautiful hyms, the progress of the soul, 
from the bondage of ignorance and passion into 
the liberty of light and love. Its first awakening, its 
joy and exaltation, waywardness and desponden- 
cy, struggle and unrest, the peace and the joy of 
union... Tiruvaasakam is the masterpiece of Tamil 
literature. It is the highest and purest expression of 
human experience of the Divine Grace.” 

The entire Tiruvaasakam is heart melting 
and consists of ruby utterances. Tiruvaasakam in 
other words is soul stirring. But Thiruvempavai 
in Tiruvaasakam is considered something unique. 
In the words of Ratana Navaratnam the late la- 
mented Tamil’s scholar and a former Director of 
Education speaks of Thiruvempavai as an excel- 
lent masterpiece in Thiruvasagam. This what she 
says of Thiruvempavai, “ In beauty of thought and 
expression stanza 9 and 19 is considered a gem in 
Tiruvaasakam. It is the prayer of love. The dam- 
sels bow to serve none but the true devotees of 
the lord.... ‘ The poet uses symbols and practices 
prevalent in his time to convey his thought and 
feeling on one of the most entrancing manifesta- 
tions of the lord’s grace’. He reveals in this lyric 
the profundity of his great vision. Like Blake he 
had to speak the meaning of eternity in the lan- 
guage of his time, consistent with the religious 
practices of his day.” 

In this context what Maraimali Adigal, 
a great admirer of Saint Manickavaasagar and 
Dr.G.U Pope says in his English preface dated 22- 
01-1930 the following words. “Let us remember 
that Tamil is the only living language on the globe 
that unites in itself the glories of the vanished past 
with the culture of the living present. And let us 
therefore endeavor our best to spread Tamil learn- 
ing and uplift his Tamil brethren in the social, 
moral, intellectual and religious culture that is 
within the easy reach of them all.” 

The author of this article would like to 
give this parting message to our dear readers. We 
are quoting what doctor G.U Pope said in his pref- 
ace to his translation of the Tiruvaasakam dated 
April 24 1900 from Balliol College of Oxford 
University. “The speech of a dying people may, 
perhaps, be allowed to die; but this cannot be said 
of the Tamil race. Heaven forbid! 

Dead languages have great uses. ‘Even 
in their ashes live their wonted fires.” De mortuis 
nil nisi bonum! — yet, in many ways, the living 
tongues are better! One cannot tell what flowers 
may yet bloom, what fruits may yet ripen, on the 
hardy old trees. Let Tamilians cease to be ashamed 
of their vernacular!” 

What Dr.G.U pope uttered in 1900, is rel- 
evant even now though I11 years had rolled down. 
To cherish Tiruvaasakam Tamil must be a living 
language. Language can’t survive in a vacuum. 
For Tamil to survive Tamils must survive. Lan- 
guage is the soul of the nation, if you remove it the 
nation is dead. Let us be forewarned and be forear 
med. 
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M.G.R’ S 24th death anniversary was commemorated in Canada 


ad 
“Eelam Tamils residing in Canada expressed their 
gratitude to the late lamented M.G.R, ( Former 
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu) for the noble, un- 
forgettable services he rendered to the Eelam Tam- 
ils during the most crucial period, in the eighties . 
M.G.R treated LTTE 


as his beloved adopted son and gave millions to 


leader Prabhakaran 
strengthen the Eelam Tamil liberation struggle: His 
noble gesture is deeply appreciated by the Eelam 
and the Tamils throughout the world,” said 
M.K Eelaventhan, who presided over the function 
to commemorate late M.G.R’s 24 th death anni- 
versary. 

Chis function was organized by Ayyathu- 
rai Selvarajah and the commemoration meeting 
was held on the 24th of December, 2011, Satur- 
day, at Markham, ON, Canada. The function com- 
menced at 6.30 pm and concluded at 9.30 pm. 

Eelavanthan further said that, “M.G.R was 
born in Navalapitiya near Kandy, in Sri Lanka on 
the 17th of January and passed away on the 24th 
of December, 1987 at the age of 70, succumbing to 


his kidney failure. 


"We aspire to bring to life your dreams, in an 
elegant setting unparalleled by no other” 
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His father was Melakkath Gopal Menon and his 
mother was Maruthoor Sathiyabhama. Though 
he was a Malayalee by birth he totally indentified 
himself as a Tamil and supported the liberation 
struggle of the Eelam Tamils without any mental 
reservation. 

In the field of education, during the eight- 
ies, he helped the Eelam Tamil refugee students 
to get education from the kinder garden to the 
university level. From 1984 till his death in 1987, 
every year, twenty Eelam Tamil students were ad- 
mitted to the medical college, forty to engineering, 
fifty to technology, ten to agriculture and five to 
law. 

Many who were granted scholarships in 
the above fields are shining in their career. And 
continue to express their deep sense of gratitude 
for changing their life career. 

Many of the above are living in Canada 
leading a life of comfort and ease but have not for- 
gotten what M.G.R did for them. Many of them 
continue to make their contribution to our libera- 
tion struggle. Thanks to the impact of M.G.R on 
them.” 

He added that “M.G.R dominated the film 
world for thirty years and was in the political scene 
for many years and was the chief minister from 
1977 to 1987.He was the darling of the masses . 
Millions wept when he died. 

The presence of M.P’s of the Transnation- 
al Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE) was the 
main feature and added weight to the function. 
All were of the opinion that, story of Eelam Tamils 
would have been different, if M.G.R continued in 
his political career as the chief minister for another 
10 or 15 years, but unfortunately for the Tamils, 
fate destined it otherwise. 

Following were the participants at the 
1).M.K Eelaventhan 2 ).Win Mahalin- 


K.Jeyabalan 6).Ms Shanthi 7).Nimal Vinayaga- 
moorthi 8).Roy Wignarajah (working in the min- 
istry of communication 9).Aravinthan of the Tam- 
il youth movement 10). Mr. Logan Kanapathy, 
Councilor of Markham also graced the occasion. 


By Seelan. 
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ANGAL 
| ss Short Story 
The big fish tank with the dangling 
water plants and rocks at the bottom 
was an ideal environment for Pon- 
nan and Vellayan to hide and play. | 
loved pets. My father says that I was 
born in the star named Mirukaseer- 
adam which has some links to ani- 
mals. This habit of loving animals 
and birds developed naturally in me 
when I was three years old . 

My mother hates pets spe- 
cially cats and dogs. She is of the 
opinion that they are very unclean 
and may cause Asthma. My father 
is neutral, provided | look after them 
well. Last year, when I came first in 
the class he bought me a fish tank, 
after objection from my mother. 
She argued that I will be too lazy to 
change the water in the tank and it 
will generate a bad smell in the hall. 
I gave a promise to my father that | 
will change the water frequently. 

My friend Karthik gave me 
a silver dollar and a gold fish as gift. 
He is well experienced in breed- 
ing different varieties of fish. Both 
of them have grown in size. I gave 
the name ‘Ponnan’ for the gold fish, 
which means gold in Tamil. The sil- 
ver dollar was given the name ‘Vel- 
layan’, which means white in Tamil. 

At the start Vellayan did not 
like the proudness of Ponnan. Pon- 
nan showed his glittering colours 
with a bushy tail and bulging eyes as 
he moved in the tank. His movements 
reminded me of a dancer dressed 
in glittering cloth and fur. Vellayan 
might have thought that Ponnan is 
proud because he is expensive as 
gold. Ponnan is voracious eater. At 
times he fights with Vellayan for the 
food. Soon they became friendly as 
they found a new enemy was watch- 
ing them from outside. They were 
scared to see him. The enemy was 
black in colour. 

I was happy to receive a 
black Persian cat as a gift for my 12 
th Birthday from my uncle, a Vet- 
erinary Surgeon. As per my uncle’s 
suggestion I started calling him ‘Ka- 
ruval.’ The name was given because 
of its black colour. Again my mother 
did not like Karuval. 

One day she saw him sleep- 
ing in the sofa. That made her mad 
and she laid conditions for the Karu- 
val to be inside the house. She said 
that he will permit him to be inside 
only when I am there to supervise his 
movements. I had an opening with a 
small door for him to go out and uri- 
nate and pass stools whenever he felt 








like doing it. That served as his exit 
to the garden. 

The corner opposite the fish 
tank was the favourite place for Ka- 
ruval. He spends his time in the cor- 
ner watching the movement of Pon- 
nan and Vellayan. He wanted to be 
friendly with them. At times he will 
try to converse with them, but the 
high pitch sound he generated upsets 
Ponnan and Vellayan. One day Vel- 
layan was sick, probably he would 
have over eaten. My uncle came for 
the rescue. His special care helped 
Vellayan survive. 

When my mother returned 
from the temple Karuval was hap- 
pily sleeping in the sofa after kill- 
ing two rats in one go. The cushions 
were on the floor .There was blood in 
the carpet. The dead rats were lying 
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ligence. You always complaint that 
there are too many rats in the house. 
You kept a rat trap, but could not 
catch a single one. The rats ate the 
piece of food and ran away without 
getting caught. Later you kept food 
mixed with rat poison. That too did 
not work. Now look Karuval has 
killed two rats in one shot. You must 
be happy about it.” 

Ammah was very unhappy 
over my support for Karuval. She di- 
verted her conversation. 

“Now who is going to clean 
up this place? Just now I have re- 
turned from the temple. I have not 
yet had my lunch” she was furious. I 
decided to cool her down. 

“OK, Ammah. Cool down. 
You should not loose your temper 
after worshiping. I will clean the 
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on the carpet. Ammah got so angry 
at Karuval for polluting the area and 
dirtying the sofa and carpet. She is 
a perfectionist and religious minded 
lady, and gets s upset if any one in 
the house , including Appah disturbs 
her arrangement or cleanliness of the 
house. 

She called me at the top of 
her voice. I came running from study 
room. “Look at the condition of the 
sofa and the carpet. This rascal Karu- 
val has dirtied the place. It is all be- 
cause you pet him too much. Several 
times I have told you not to let him 
into the hall. Now you see why I was 
against having an animal inside the 
house. Dogs and cats have no place 
inside the house. One day this fellow 
will enter my Pooja room and dirty 
it. Then you will see what I will do to 
this rascal.” My mother was furious. 

Karuval got upset at the high 
pitch of my mother’s voice. He im- 
mediately got down from the sofa 
and ran and sat near the door, ready 
to run if he is to be beaten. He looked 
at me pathetically. 

“Ammah_ it 
which cannot speak, but has intel- 


is animal an 
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place up. I will ensure that Karuval 
behaves well.” 

She did not want to reply 
me. She went away to her room. 

“Karuval. Come here. Why 
did you do this? It is alright you kill- 
ing the rats, but should have taken 
them out to the garden. See, what a 
mess you have done.” 

He replied with a MEEOW 
and came and licked my foot, and 
brushed his bushy tail on my legs. It 
is one way of saying I am sorry. I felt 
sorry for that animal which cannot 
express itself. 

Ammah again shouted from 
the kitchen. “Look, again I see a rat 
running from the Kitchen after eat- 
ing the cooked food. It has some how 
managed to remove the lid. It is a big 
rat. | think Karuval would have killed 
the Deputy Dada of the rat gang.” 

I could not stop laughing at 
the title given by Ammah to the dead 
rat. 

“Now, look Ammah. You 
must congratulate Karuval for kill- 
ing two members of the gang that is 
threatening the house. Be good to 
him. Don’t scold him. He can under- 
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stand you. He may not kill more rats 
if you scold him. Next time he will 
target the leader and the other mem- 
bers of the gang.” 

“These rats are a nuisance. 
I have to throw away all the food I 
cooked. Next time after cooking, I 
have to keep them in the meat safe. I 
left the food out as I was in a hurry to 
go for the Pooja” 

“Do that in the future. Be 
nice to Karuval. He will look after 
your enemies.” 

Karuval thanked me for my 
support for him with a long MEE- 
OW. 

We were invited that evening 
for the birthday party of my mother’s 
sister’s six year old daughter, Deepa. 
Appah could not come for the party 
as he was doing overtime that eve- 
ning. Before leaving the house | 
warned Karuval to behave well and 
look after the house. He did not reply 
me with the usual MEEOW, but was 
watching me with sharp look. I knew 
he was scared to reply me because 
Ammah was there. 

As we were about to get out 
Karuval suddenly ran across Ammah 
to get out of the exit to urinate in the 
garden. He was in such a hurry that 
he did not observe that he was cross- 
ing Ammah's path. That was enough 
for amah. 

“ Oh my God. Look at this 
black devil crossing me as we were 
about to get out. This is a very bad 
omen. I am sure some thing bad is 
going to happen on our way.” 

I could not stop laughing. 
“Ammah, this is nothing unusual. 
Karuval crossed my path several 
times, when I go out. Nothing hap- 
pened to me. It is all in the mind. 
Don’t be superstitious. We have to 
be at sinnamah’s house by six. Deepa 
will be waiting for us to cut the birth- 
day cake. Hurry up. Don’t worry 
about the omen.” 

I knew that she is very much 
attached to Deepa. She has bought 
a gold chain for her sixth birthday. 
Hence I have used her name to divert 
her thoughts from karuval’s behav- 
iour. 

Half way she pulled out a question. 
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Christmas & Diwali Celebration, Fund Raising Dinner 2011 
By Senior Tamils Society of Peel. 


The above event was held at Claireport Place 
Banquet and Convention Centre on Sunday, 
December 11- 2011. This colourful night event 
was patronised by more than 225 guests which 
included representatives from the various 
Sponsors, Politicians, councillors, representa- 
tives from other organisations and well wishers. 
The Guest of Honour was Dr Lamba from Tril- 
lium Foundation. 

The special feature of the night was 
the variety of entertainments like Traditional 
Dances, Comedy, Santa Claus etc., which added 
glamour to the event. 

The President in his address welcomed 
the guests and thanked them for their presence. 
He traced the history of the organisation and 


stressed on the need for the Fund Raising Din- 
ner. He thanked every one who had_ contributed 
towards the success of the event. The Sponsors 
satoken of appre- 


were presented with trophies a 
css sae e : 8 
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ciation for their support. The Board of Directors 
and the Members of the Fund Raising Commit- 
tee were recognised on stage. 
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The Scarborough Senior 
Thamils' Association hon- 
oured four Seniors over the 
age of ninety and seven Se- 
niors who reached seventy- 


_ five years of age in 2011, at 


the Annual Christmas Day 
celebration of the Association 
held on 19th December,2011 
at the Recreation Hall of the 
Neilson Seniors' 

Apartment at 1315 Neilson 


SENIOR TAMILS HONOURED 


Road, Scarborough. 
The  Presi- 
dent of the Association 


Mr.K.Ramanathan presided. © 


Guest of Honour Rev.Milton 
Solomon of the Tamil United 
Church of Canada, Scarbor- 
ough delivered the Christ- 
mas Day message.The Chief 
Guest, Member of Parliament 


for Scarborough Rouge River | 


riding Miss Rathika Sitsabai- 
san and the Special guest 
, Toronto City Councillor 


Dr.Raymond Cho honoured } 


the Seniors. 

The children and grand 
children of the members par- 
ticipated in the Annual Christ- 
mas Carol Service and enter- 
tained the Seniors. The Past 
President Mr.M.Thevarajah 
was the MC at the ceremony. 





Scarborough Senior 





UbMaé DbCHroMLMeitenet 
Member: The Canadian Society of Chinese Medi- 
cine and Acupuncture, Director Canadian Acad- 
emy of Clinical Acupuncture 


Qs aiGoy QFifluit Qeotiosuilany, 
HOLM Quisd WwHAHOMTHEHSDSH 
(physical therapists) For BSqQumsit 
Aaeoruile uulbs SiolsjsSout. HHCurgy 
Hoot 2 Lo Busco 
(physiological) fsHluileorer Trigger 
Point Acupuncture (papules uuipé 
AMUIUFIL SM, (IpHwWaAtseanse Qovous 
FGIFOFULD BioMHH oucHsloni. 


AWS JBULS Figui oiciaeenen 1) 2 Cor 
ABUGW oie! - 2) Hailyuwrer ood, 3) Bru 
CUE, STO PST) USDSBONTE ouGdbBsooi wd. 


2 1 Ger -qpuGw aicieet (immedi- 
ate pains), 2 Loder Aaseot smu) uted 
AOVOSH STWLUL Gator senusnds D2 _oomritHHid 
Ulsonngw. Beu aiodiecit Feo Bubl_miseried 
R01) Aco wemlssHluToomBerled HoolhsioilGid 
Gompettonor. Soiljwter ouodiaet (acute pains) 
Car ByWYSeles 2 anTsFAK Hotonwsenws AHiTovsig 
OLS Gmigu Byrrucors SFloysonted Ceweyird 
SD Gung, SicilLw Flombs, imal, 
CagtiuMLaste ghuGslsimer. Holly 
UIST OIPHSOTSA HirortetGer GewiwT Glo 
HUOMOUSOL WT, BUH BipHAH Honor 
(anti inflammatory), wmbsieemt16) 6 UIpHed 
8 ajmaseed Homie w ocisonmg@w. 8 
OTT HSEhSS Cred HighSwW ouvdieot mrLuL 
aeisontés (chronic pains) soildasuuGsemenr. 


Lo ~Smrus;(Cancer), BSMmjesrwirest 
alas, For CHmuId SUUTHBed CaronmmBTed 
(autoimmune disorder) gjUGwW Hoo eurgHmiaseit 
(rheumatoid arthritis), myWty WesstlevdHled 
FBUGW wigwomiset Bryer oucdiaei 
(Neuralgic pains), woné Gaenitey (depression) 
HIST AUTH BSH WME wW(hibHiSeMTEd 


FTENSHSU UGW aidisntagw. Sarbenw al 
ep GSHeled gHuUGLW S1pws (arthritis), 
(PsitorbHomged gbuGwd supws (spondy- 
litis), Qeu QronGCw, wrLucLe. siclaenen 





Ujgsrer Sryexomiaent ed 


2 CH MSSS Figu 
SHHU UGSlooTwor.. 
CHBUQ StMjomisented Devos 

BIULL CErSset vioverwilet asimpovormisett 
AMPSHONMH MOUADIWU cviCsrrHoncrsemhse 
ASUUGAUF Qevomov. cstonBor, “ulCsraHenors- 
eed ih Ulenipuyiicdencd, stoi, ajoveog! 
MUBTOUAHS DAMTSIHAAT WeorHsgHD olpSSOS 
JFBUBW (ipettonbsHowGH lomboamidbenens 
F_igdsHtlio, “MIHiCeu CHrailet sryomronew, 
HMA wWTBB UpPmwrgs, BHM oF opus 
ups Glaretot  CorostGib’, stim Hlonwdse 
AWHTSMUTSS HotonliUuGHwBritHett. stonGey 
Acarpret CHreHonnsF FBI 

ATMUICeuwD. 


Hoon. Hrevwt1s ot_G alLG gBuGiw 
BTU Henao, HipdHs ovodl, BAU ciligtiy, 
Carp eplG. (pi—phiared, (ipphicns, HHSHTev 
AAI, ADWUBOB Hitewtg allGwd epeo 
HIM HOFHoMed WOBED QHuUUHTaHS 
ADwOUe Goreng. CHreney womb uso 
Henowmaéeriled (pain clinics), HensF stayndys 
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GG FWUHHUIuULL (musculoskeletal pain), 
CHrajsitonautsnn 2 HH Bodstolsewd Cus 
Houta udisonons Hirestig alGw etpeo 
SoMa DCmsos, GhaoGa DourHelor 
HOFSOMHSDSAMM DO (HUTSUMGbHot slouH pastor 
ASIST NESS Sotailed sSrooliuhslsamonr. 


THE 2 Lier Guid UGA 
HOFHMIOD HOD). BIMO HIrenihHAW 
DAPey CHwsioyHemsSq (wear and tare), 
D csionrsleapor. Qpeired soy) D2 todiled FHI 
aes! FmuGw Curgsi BAIHBHStTsM Hig oud 
FOFHEMNG QHSHOOMD cleay FHM oo- 
LTS BHHUIGMUA evened. aad smGs 
QqQuusre ipnpui_tuGgamGar, Qeuailt Cw 
ulans spare ipips Saohoos Gunsmsy. 


1952e0 Dr. Janet Travel, MD, Emeritus 
Clinical Professor of Medicine, Washington Uni- 
versity School of Medicine, 30 aig snouts 
UOMUMSUUL MUHSW MLjooiTs emt aid, 
HN OUHHW WTMMIoUTSEmLBDID, gag oad) 
FWUBSWIoT Buwiaqanns GFwWg, Samir 
Sigtiuen_uiled, Myofascial Pain and Dysfunction 
The Trigger Point Manual, Vol. 1, Vol. 2 stem 
Q@m Gui Hinevsonon, Dr. David Simons, MD, 
eleLionhtor CFThH! 19836cd GloroMuit_ «an. 
AH HiTvseiled abHsA HoMFHoON ctouolt jHslovd 
SMUUULL TED HbhOHHS Qimiasefleo ouad 
CHronmud, stem, So susNenuids AHirevsrig 
alGw smiouwtijeie (tigger point), oma 
HlonevGlatenemi steTmtD Ato twrad 
SMC Gerrennir. 

MUOIDBEHHG ULPSSWOT oMLpMLILIGLD 
CHr Hlrooumaéefies (diagnoses), Kone HTen 
HILIHW (tendonitis), HAmsFPronoyjowBs Hl- 
ist (bursitis), mei Gmr (neuralgia), 
prAciuigtny (lumbago), Gare myby sed 
(sciatic pain), stor 2 Lf} aa FLOUHHLWIToT 
(anatomical), mHromiaentSCer QmHsalormon. 
Ab Pironuimsolesuig Douay gagyserled 
JGRUGH SFUNGoomaet Clu@wuTayib HonsFHoriled 
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TGTE Calls for an Establishment of an International Protection Mechanism and 
declares Year 2012 as International Investigation Year 


The third sitting of the Trans- 
national Government of Tamil 
Eelam took place in Buffalo 
New York on December 14th 
through the 17th 2011. The 
city of Buffalo is known for 
being the last stop on the Un- 
derground Railroad and it was 
for many the last city they saw 
before achieving their freedom. 
While Buffalo evoked the feel- 
ings about freedom for those 
present at the main venue, there 
were other members of TGTE 
who participated via video link 
from centres in Paris and Lon- 
don. 

During the sitting a 
discussion paper on the need 
for an International Protection 
Mechanism was presented, 
highlighting the continuing 
structural genocide, coloniza- 
tion, extra-judicial killings and 
sexual assault against the Tam- 
ils in the island of Sri Lanka. 
This paper was followed by a 
resolution passed unanimously 
by the TGTE Assembly calling 
on the UN Secretary-General 
to create an International Pro- 
tection Mechanism for Eelam 
Tamils living in the island of 
Sri Lanka to guarantee their 
physical security and protect 
their Tamil national identity. 
An _ International Protection 
Mechanism would be a deter- 
rent to human rights violations 
and minimize the threat of vio- 
lence - including sexual assault 
- which many Eelam Tamils are 
currently subject to on a daily 
basis. 

In a related move, the 
Assembly also passed a resolu- 
tion declaring 2012 as an inter- 
national investigation year. 

A third _ resolution 
passed by the TGTE Assembly 
calls for the release of the death 
row prisoners  Perarivalan, 
Murugan and Santhan. 

The Assembly took up 
lengthy discussions also on pa- 
pers which covered the themes 
of “A Roadmap to Realize the 
TGTE Goal”, “Colonization of 
the Tamil Homeland” and “The 
Establishment of a Transna- 
tional Tamil Economic Cham- 
ber”. 

The sitting members 
of the Assembly had the op- 
portunity to welcome its new- 
est members from South Africa 
and India. This was seen as a 
milestone and an_ indication 
that the world Tamils were ral- 








lying behind TGTE. Appear- © 
ance at this sitting of members 
of the African National Con- 
gress and former British Parlia- 
mentarians as well as messages | 
received from leaders of British 
political parties were further | 
indications of the serious build- , 
ing of TGTE’s soft power. 

The Assembly sessions 
in Buffalo also saw the launch- 
ing of TGTE’s official news 
website = www.naathamnews. } 
com. 











Coinciding with the 
Parliamentary sessions, TG- 
TE’s Advisory Committee and F 
the newly formed Panel on the | 
Prosecution and Prevention 
of Genocide also convened § 
their sessions. The Advisory 
Committee took up several 
emerging issues of a manage- 
ment kind. The Panel on the 
Prosecution and Prevention of 
Genocide discussed innovative 
ways of establishing Genocide 
through international and do- 
mestic forums as well as es- 
tablishing people’s tribunals in 
various countries. 

Strategic sessions were 
held late into the night about the 
upcoming 2012 Human Rights 
Council Session and concern- 
ing the prevention and pros- 
ecution of Genocide. TGTE 
ministries were given the op- 
portunity to present their activ- 
ities to date and their planned 
activities for the coming year. 
These reports are available on (= 
the TGTE website. 

During the penultimate 
day of the session the members 
of the assembly witnessed an 
incredible act of generosity. An 
Eelam Tamil mother, who lives 
in New York and was attend- *™* 
ing the session, donated her | 
“thaali kodi” to the TGTE. In | 
her statement to the assembly | 
explaining her gift she quoted 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. who 
said | 
“The day we see the truth and & 
cease to speak is the day we | 
begin to die”. It is in that spirit 
that the TGTE thanks her and 
the rest of our friends who have 
the courage to stand with us 
and lend their voices so that 
we may achieve the dream of P 
an independent and sovereign 
state of Tamil Eelam together. 




































Office of the Prime Minister 
TGTE 
Dec. 28, 2011 
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Pongal was celebrated on the day when the new 
moon was sighted. This was because in 

ancient times the calendar was based on the chang- 
ing phases of the moon. 

The celebration of Thai 01 goes back to 
the latter part of the Sangam age. According to the 
Sangam literary work Paripaadal, this day is re- 
lated to the Thiruvaathirai festival. Having spent 
the entire month of Maarkazhi praying to god and 
observing ritual fasting, young virgins celebrated 
the last day, Thai 01, with the Thai Bathing. 

According to the work Kaliththokai, the 
rituals during the month of Maarkazhi are ob- 
served in the hope that it will lead to wedlock with 
a good-hearted husband. It also mentions the wor- 
ship of Sun as a deity. 

According to the stone inscriptions [kal- 
vettu] at Thiruvotriyoor, Pongal was celebrated 
during the time of the great king Raaja Raaja Cho- 
zhan 1 who ruled between 985 and 1014 CE 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_Era> ) . 
This festival was known as the "Puthiyeedu” festi- 
val. Puthiyeedu meant the first harvest of the year. 

Both the Maarkazhi month rituals and the 
Thai 01, bathing rituals are practiced even today. 
These secular rituals inspired the immortal hymns 
of Thiruppaavai and Thiruvempaavai by Saintess 
Aandaal and Saint Mankikavasakar respectively 
in the 9th century AD. 

Pongal refers to rice cooked in milk and 
sweetened with jaggery. As already mentioned on 
a full scale, it is a four-day festival of nature-wor- 
ship. On the first day before Thai Pongal 
courtyards are cleaned, old wares are discarded 
and replaced with new things, homes colour- 
washed and decorated 

In short, people, houses, and cows all take 


on an air of freshness and radiance during Thamil 


New Year and Pongal. There is also the hope that 
"When Thai is born, a way will be born." Thai Pi- 
anthaal, Vazhi Pirakkum). Thai is considered an 
auspicious month to hold 


FEATURE 


weddings. 

On Thai Pongal day members of the family 
wake up early in the morning, take special baths, 
puts on new clothes and gather in the front of the 


Es geo 





yard (muttram) to cook the traditional Pongal (rice 
pudding). 

A flat square pitch is made and decorated 
with koalam drawings, and it is exposed to the di- 
rect sun light. A fire wood hearth will be set up 
using three bricks. . The cooking begins by putting 
a clay pot with water on the hearth. 

A senior member of the family will con- 
duct the cooking and the rest of the family duti- 
fully assists him or her or watches the event. The 
moment of climax is the spill over of the Pongal 
during cooking. The spill over of milk is a pro- 
pitious symbol of abundance and good omen and 
shouts of " Pongalo Pongal”. Thereafter, a mem- 
ber of the family ceremoniously puts three handful 
of new rice inside the boiling pot. 

The other ingredients of this special dish 
are chakkarai (brown cane sugar) or katkandu 
(sugar candy), milk (cow's milk or coconut milk), 
roasted green gram (payaru), raisins, cashew nuts 
and few pods of cardamom. 

When the meal is ready it is first put on a 
banana leaf and the family pray for a few minutes 
to thank nature, sun and farmers. Then the meal 
(Pongal) is served with fruits 
(banana and mango) among the family. Later it 
will be shared with neighbours, friends and rela- 
tives. 
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On the third day, thanks are offered to the 
cattle, Mattup Pongal or Paddip Pongal, which 
helped farmers to plough the fields, transport 
goods and provide milk to drink. On this day the 
cattle is bathed, decorated and given special gru- 
el. Turmeric, kunkumam are applied to the horns 
of the cattle, garlands, small bells and bundles of 
vadai are hung around their necks and paraded 
in the streets. The cooked Pongal is given to the 
cattle to eat. In Thamil Nadu, young men stage a 
kind of bullfight called the 'Jallikattu' on the 3rd 
day of Thai Pongal celebrations. On the fourth 
day people exchange visit with their relations and 
close friends. 

In short, the richness of Thamil culture and 
historical traditions is symbolized in the Thamil 
New Year and Thai Pongal festival. It is a joyous 
and happy occasion when the poor, the rich, the 
farmer, the villager all celebrate the harvest festi- 
val together irrespective of their individual faith. 

By celebrating this festival, the Thamils 
in Diaspora help to perpetuate our rich culture, 
traditions, literary opulence, sublime philosophy 
and socio-economic aspirations. Back home al- 
though the war is over the majority of war affected 
people live in squalor and poverty having lost all 
their precious possessions. Today, they continue 
to suffer the lingering effects of physical, psycho- 
logical, economic and cultural violence inflicted 
by an ethno- religious centric government. 

Over 350,000 people are still waiting re- 
settlement in their original homes and fields. For 
them Pongal celebration is bound to be at a low 
key. Diaspora Thamils have a crucial role to play 
so their rights, sovereignty and dignity can be re- 
gained. They need liberal financial and material 
help from Diaspora Thamils. 

On this Thamil New Year and Pongal festive 
day, we should banish superstitious beliefs, dark- 
ness of ignorance and egoistic arrogance. Instead 
lit the light of knowledge and the warmth of hu- 
man love and compassion among all people irre- 
spective of colour, race and 
language . 





“Have you locked the kitchen and 
front door properly?” Ammah would 
have asked that question thrice when 
we were walking towards Auntie’s 
house. 

“Ammah this is the third 
time you have repeated the question 
about locking the doors. Hurry up 
and walk. It is time to be there.” 

Thank God, the party went 
on well. When Ammah is in her sis- 
ter’s house meeting her school mates 
she is the happiest person. That too 
when Appah is not there to control 
her chatting. She is considered as the 
chatter box of the village. She was 
boasting about the pattern of the gold 
chain she bought for Deepa. 

She made sure to mention 
that it was made out of twenty two 
karat gold and consumed two and 
a half sovereigns. He left for other 
ladies to guess the price. “So expen- 
sive item for a birthday gift “ a lady 
in the crowd commented. 

I was happy that Ammah 
never mentioned about Karuval 
crossing her when she got out. My 
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Auntie’s mother in law, the most 
superstitious old lady in the village 
would have analyzed all the possible 
outcomes of black cat crossing the 
path, and would have poisoned Am- 
mah’s mind to get rid of Karuval. 


Before she getting into that conver- 
sation, | reminded Ammah that it is 
time to get back home as Appah may 
have to wait out, as he does not have 
the keys to the house. As we were 
returning home after the party Am- 
mah saw Thangam, her distant rela- 
tion, returning from shopping with 
her two friends. 

“Thangam, when are you 
going to return the five hundred ru- 
pees you borrowed from me. It is al- 
most two months passed. Have you 
forgotten about it?” 

Thangam did not like Am- 
mah mentioning about the loan in 
front of his friends. 

“I have not forgotten about 
it Acca. On my way, I was about 
to come to your house to return the 
money. Here it is. Thanks for giv- 
ing me the loan.” She pulled out the 
money from a knot in the Saree and 
gave it to Ammah. 


Ammah was happy that she 
got the money back. Thangam had 
no other alternative, but to give the 
money back, as her two friends who 
were returning with her were watch- 
ing the scene. 

As we came closer to the 
house, I could not stop laughing 
when I thought about the incidents 
that evening. 

“Why are you laughing?” 
Ammah questioned me. 

“No, Ammah,  Karuval 
crossing your path has brought good 
luck for you. Normally, Thangam 
never returns the money taken on 
loan.” : 

Ammah went quiet. I opened 
the door and as we entered the hall I 
felt that some incident has happened 
inside the house. My fish tank was 
on the floor, broken into pieces. Pon- 
nan and Vellayan were lying dead as 
dry fish. The carpet was wet with 
water. I looked at Ammah. She was 
furious. 

“ Adai Karuval come here. I 
knew it is your dirty work. I am go- 
ing to kill you this time.” She shout- 
ed at the top of her voice. Karuval 
crossing her path also added spice to 


her anger. 

I knew Karuval will not 
come if Ammah calls. I called him in 
a soft voice. I saw him coming from 
my room with a big Rat in his mouth. 


_I was amazed at the size of the Rat. It 


was like the size of a ratton. Immedi- 
ately I knew that it was the ‘Dadda’, 
the leader of the rat gang. Karuval 
has killed him. He came and dropped 
the rat in front of Ammah. Then re- 
turned to my room and brought two 
more rats he killed. 

“Ammah look what Karuval 
has done. He has killed the Dada and 
his two lieutenants who were terror- 
izing you. In course of his action he 
must have knocked down the fish 
tank from the table. Poor Karuval. 
He sacrificed his two friends Velly- 
an and Ponnan in his battle with the 
Dadda and gang.” 

I saw ammah smiling first 
time at Karuval’s bravery. She took 
a piece of Birthday cake and gave it 
me to feed Karuval. 

I said, “Ammah you feed 
him, then only. he will be happy.” I 
was happy to see Karuval enjoying 
the piece of Birthday cake with a 
MEEOW intermittently. 





THE TAMIL MIRROR COMMUNITY NNO 4 


Century 21 Rouge Realty Inc. Holiday season Get-together 
Dec 29, 2011 





THE TAMIL MIRROR JANUARY 2012 


CONTD FROM COFFEE SHOP PAGE 29.... 


did not figure out that Bayagotha had got ‘blast- 
ed’ within . It is to be noted that the worst part 
of this episode took toll when Bayagotha took 
every measure from that point of time to see that 
Ratwatte does not attend any security council 
meeting thereafter. Until Ratwatte’s death, he 
was never invited for a security council meet- 


ing. 


CHINNIAH: Minister Nanayakkara’s visit to 
Toronto to gather support from Tamil diaspora 
is a ploy by Mahinda. Nanayakkara who has 
connection with a Tamil name which means a 
man of honesty, joined the Lanaka Samsamajist 
party in 1958 and was with NM Perera. Some 
say he has connection with Colombo chetty and 
had links with chetties in Galle. Colvin group 
was once well respected by Tamils, mainly Uni- 
versity students. He was elected to parliament 
at the 1970 elections. Nanayakkara later left 
the LSSP and in 1977 joined with other former 
members of the LSSP, including Vikramabahu 
Karunaratne a strong leftist. Nanayakkarra was 
famous for changing parties. Just before 1994 
elections Nanayakkara left the NSSP and re- 
joined the LSSP, one of the constituent parties 
of the People’s (PA), an alliance of opposition 
parties. He was chosen as one of the PA's parlia- 
mentary candidates for Ratnapura District and 
duly elected. Later Nanayakkara became critical 
of President Chandrika’s policies, such as privi- 
tisation and the handling of the civil war. 


CASSIM: Nanayakkara is a supporter of Tamil 
groups such as PLOTE, EPRLF(Pathmanabha) 
group. He was not in good terms with LTTE. He 
has power struggle with EPDP leader as Doug- 
las feels that Nanayakkara is poking his nose in 
Tamil matters. Douglas wants to be the king of 
the Tamils in Sri Lanka which is not possible. 
This politician is used to changing political 
parties. He is trying to use his name which has 
connection with Tamil name and past link with 
LSSP to win over the Tamil Diaspora. 


CHINNIAH: The media is criticizing Ma- 
hinda’s regime which is plunging every sphere 


INVITATION TO CONTRIBUTE 
ARTICLES IN TAMIL: 


TAMIL MIRROR TO PUBLISH AR- 
TICLES IN TAMIL 


THE TAMIL MIRROR IS PLEASED TO 
ANNOUNCE THAT IT WILL FROM NOW 
ON ALSO CARRY ARTICLES AND OPIN- 

IONS IN TAMIL INCLUDING TAMIL 
ADVERTISEMENTS. READERS ARE 

INVITED TO CONTRIBUTE ARTICLES 
WRITTEN EXCLUSIVE TO THE TAMIL 

MIRROR FOR THE EDITOR’S CONSID- 

ERATION TO THE FOLLOWING E- 

MAIL: TAMILMIRROR@GMAIL.COM 





of activity in the country into chaos and con- 
fusion including the most important education 
sphere — the education of children, that is the 
future of the children which in turn constitutes 
the investment in the future of the country. This 
was clearly illustrated when the MaRa regime 
lowered the pass mark (S) on mathematics for 
students at the G CE ordinary level exam 2010 
to as low as 17. 

The most irritating and disgusting atti- 
tude of the Mahinda regime became most mani- 
fest when its Deputy education Minister Vi- 
jitha Wijayamuni Soysa brazenly, blatantly and 
shamelessly pleaded ignorance as an excuse for 
this change introduced by the examination Dept. 


CHANDRA. A second similar action has been 
reported in G C E Advanced level examination 
results which are expected to be released shortly 
are being postponed as part of the diabolic plan 
calculated to demonstrate the so called efficien- 
cy of the illiterate MaRa regime . Because of 
the necessity of the MaRa regime to show that 
it is under the new system students have been 
more successful although under the old system 
over hundred students have passed , while false- 
ly claiming that the Z score is getting delayed , 
steps are being taken in the meanwhile to incor- 
porate deceitful methods and manipulations via 
the marking system , according to inside sources 
of the examination Dept. 

A teacher who had been marking an- 
swer scripts for over last 30 years speaking to 
Lanka e news said, they who marked answer 
scripts had received strange instructions this 
time , to indicate the marks only received by a 
student , and to abstain from stating the , A, B ,C 
grades . 


CHINNA: Mahinda and his many ministers 
could not pass the AL exam. They have no clue 
of the standard of education. Those good all 
days are over. It is favouritism that played an 
important part. Standardization policy ruined 
the education system. 


CASSIM: Only god can save the education of 
Sri Lanka. 
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It is also reported that Krishna is scheduled to 
visit Kilinochchi and Jaffna in northern Sri Lanka 
in connection with Government of India assisted 
projects. 

Krishna also to visit Galle in southern Sri 
Lanka where he is expected to inaugurate a seg- 
ment of the Southern Railway Project implement- 
ed under a line of credit by India. : 

Mean time, in a lecture on ‘Personal Recol- 
lections of Relations with Sri Lanka — the IPKF 
and Beyond,' hosted by The South India Heritage 
Programme, Former Diplomat Mr. Parthasarathy 
has said ‘while politics was important for the in- 
ternational pressure on Sri Lanka to keep its com- 
mitments, it was eventually the economic em- 
powerment of the Tamils that would make them 
wealthy and influential’. 






2 (hamtasujetion CHorHhHireaGH smirouwwUjoienserlled 
(trigger points), Q@bs!) HitesngarwUuGw oicd\asenen 
QHD HUUHIGS Dot lout sHsleitoni. 


HOFHT MHIQuUGBHeO (trauma), SHH 
@ipuGsHed (stress), GHrr_wmFlwret oGy Siow 
GsumuTG (repettive strain), @afit smb 
uGs#Hed (cold draft), GaeuwedSeiteniw (inactiv- 
ity), QYSslw sSijeoomaefermed 2 1 SMTWWSEnL HAI, 
ADDS OHBTETIEHD Hoiromwujoml wet. Hongr Heit 
AAAS COATETUHTrE Donal  BongF-(HTenmiderled 
MLTH BQapuiys Heitemienus (constant pull), 

D2 MUL TSHA SIMON. QHoitred, HongFHeit 
Qomomseuiii_Getton epGset HmIGwWoOL HSI, Dione 
QusasdD GOBHH, Uodelorupmiagdiiet, oucdionwiuyip 
JSUGHAIS swear. Sie ovvdieot srwCropu 
Orman FL, Soaunisbe, wHirporer Qmiserleo, 
MNCFL_wTsS ep _GSseried Cerone ghuGsgid 
HOMOOLOWLJOOL WIT. 


MUHTOUUTBEHDE LIMIPU! DLQSMUMIEMM, 
Gm sSmmwpWuLed, g6y Qrsgsiod Bisle CHw 
QeHSuUY JH Ceuormporg QHHHoo HMjoom1s 
HOF AHA BIA Cor, apHge aied, cpipmusmed 
uo BASwWent GBuULS Frigui aruslijsor 
Fn GHlsaiwer. stoiGar AhHSSOOL HAHIloN HonFdonen 
QomnaciG, Aubibe FwHo eyworor HG (moist 
heat) 95H Wighs, THID ctositonomtronus Beal, 
2 (hal MGausted Dou oud Hovoluyid. Hlea- 
(pw 30 HUILMaOHSeH ooohSror Caartiluitseh 
GF WiUHIed, AHSHWHBGB  HowogFHe VIQUUQuirds 
HoT dS UOIHASMW GHeomuyid. Horipw HifsHwrs 
HLUUBTEd, Uso eivdldot 25ep. alslautrsds Gon- 
BU sud) Halot ooudHHwW BymwsAluler cipigey- 
GL. 

AMUBGBL oo ghost  BHouswmbhonssA Hone 
AHUYUHTE, Bout Chrono 2 owm(hid Heston Goen- 
BULL. UWIAHTe StovHAH SO oda 2 AAjHONH 
D sword Heston (pain threshold), mGaims ai, 
andiHonns FHHAS Clsteiepmwo Heo (toler- 
ance for pain) Gama ARH). ctorBor sued 
UigseuuGoronotascn, Outdps Curéaslpare 
JAW a(UuwTe siflumiaonons Cleusuyuo (ho- 
bies), pss dHoOH THUGHHS CarottousHred, ood 
2 wie, Hor AgtiutiunG, Cer sg 6G amp 
a) UGSHW orotudg SHr Hlaungou AaAFone 
ANWUUATHeMes Hoot BEd Deyiouo1gid. 
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Canadian Tamil’s Chamber of Commerce - Holiday Business Mixer 
Dec 14, 11 


Christmas is Sharing 
Meleni David’s Staff Members Donate Food Items 
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Photos by: Charles Deva 
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became more clear and insightful, when I realized 
what I used to buy for my garden plants for vital- 
ity and growth were called bone-meal and blood- 
meal in neat packages from garden centres. 





A lot of times, when we think of the hu- 
man cost that was lost in the battles and massacre 
fields of Eelam, we naturally leave the other mem- 
bers, notably the dogs, cats, cattle, goats, hens and 


FEATURE 


chicken out of the wide-screen. Of course the pre- 
ciousness of human lives precedes all; but the fact 
remains that every piece of our traditional way of 
life linked with nature, is mangled and broken; 
piece by piece; life by life. 

When I hear of stories from the media 
where thousands of former patriots released from 


jails; who stood on guard from aggression and 


plunder in the past are struggling without proper 
skills, training and jobs — it hurts, especially to 
those of us who live in the comforts of a guaran- 
teed Western social benefits and prosperous econ- 
omies. 

Many if not quite significant numbers of 
the former patriots’ bodies had fertilized our an- 
cestral lands. It is the Diaspora that has the an- 
swers of making their souls free, by assisting the 
ones living and struggling to meet ends meet. Of- 
ficial estimates show that there are nearly 100,000 
widows in the East and North; living in ramshack- 
le habitats; their children without hope and affec- 
tion. 

The Diaspora has to take serious note of 
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this heartbreaking scenario. Remembering the 

fallen in some ways provides instant relief; but 
in no way brings life and hope to the remaining, 
whose lives have been mangled and strewn? Le- 


gitimized institutionalizing, by way of pooling the 


resources to provide skills, training, tools, financ- 
es are one way of giving hope and connecting our 
youth here, to our homeland’s wretches and suf- 
ferings. 

It is another way to keep our land remains 
strong and free, beyond begging for daily hand 
outs. Without providing that hope, thinking and 
meaningful lives to our helpless brethrens, our 
earthly existence would sound hollow; our mate- 
rialistic world would eventually crack; lacking the 
fundamental nutrients to keep our souls alive and 
at peace. 


“Only in souls the Christ is brought to birth, 
And there He lives and dies”. 
~Alfred Noyes~ 


* * + 
UOLUUTATSA BBD 
© THAMIL CREATIVE WRITERS ASSOCIATION 

‘Smoquad aaiMyyrene © coxGhosmomb 

Wweghwenn ove Cassbiiph’ usg apart 


Sunday January 15th at 5.30 pm 
At Murugan(Kandasamy) Temple Hall, 

733 Birchmount Road 
(Birchmount/Eglinton) 

Thai Ganuary 15) marks the birth of Thamil New 

Year 2043 
counted from the birth of St. Thiruvalluvar author 
of Thirukkural. 

Thirukkural is the world's foremost treatise on 
ethics, poetics and love encompassing 
every aspect of human life. 

By celebrating this festival Thamils in Diaspora wish 
to perpetuate their rich culture, 
tradition, literary opulence and socio-economic 

aspirations. 


Please RSVP to tcwacan@yahoo.ca by Friday 13th January, 2012. 
Contact Tel.Nos. (416) 281.1165 (416 321 3343) (<16 335 9462). 
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| than sanctions on China viz a viz Tibet. So, in that 


sense there are remedies that could assist the Tam- 


| ils that are not available to the Tibetan people. 


Q: China is strengthening its feet more and 
more in the Sri Lankan affairs, heavily in- 
vesting billions of dollars. Even recently the 
Chinese military General visited Sri Lanka 
and Sri Lanka was praising all their mili- 


tary assistance. So, isn’t it in China’s inter- 
_ est to keep the Sri Lankan issue away from 


the U.N., so that their investments are pro- 
tected? 


A: In my opinion, China thinks superficially so. 
But, they may realize that it is in their best interest 
to resolve the internal situation to enable them to 
get what they want out of their investments with- 
out hassles, problems, set backs and sanctions, 
that can befall on Sri Lanka. 

China wants to be a world player. If they 


are playing the world player role in a small coun- 


try like Sri Lanka, in a way that subsumes the 
people of the country. It may be that the Sinhala 


people will realize that the Chinese are ruling their 


investments, control their economy and in a sense 
that China is a war lord to the Island. China and 
Russia are now perhaps competing over building 
the naval base in Trincomalee harbour. The U.S. 
wanted the Trincomalee harbour but, the U.S. is 
now pushed out. China and Russia are in a sense 
having a diplomatic battle over who is going to de- 


- velop Trincomalee and possibly even an expanded 


air field in Palaly, which was. also an interest to the 
U.S. 

So, Sri Lanka has become enmeshed 
in the Geopolitics that are far greater than what 
it was before and the Sinhala people may rebel 
against it as well. 1 mean, they may realize that 
they are selling their interests to China and Russia 
or that they are allowing Russia and China to have 
a semi warfare for control of their island and this 
could back fire on the Sinhalese as well. 


Q: But, I was talking to someone, a Tamil, 
who visited Sri Lanka recently. According 
to him, “Tamils in Sri Lanka want to move 
along and they are not really in to the Tamil 
Eelam concept’. So, that’s a victory for the 
Rajapaksa Regime on the Tamil side. The 
same way by defeating the Tamil Tigers, 
Rajapaksa has portrayed himself as ‘ Dut- 
tu Gemunuw’ a Sinhalese king who defeated 


_ and killed a Tamil king ‘Ellalan.’ He is be- 


ing portrayed as a hero by the southern 
Sinhalese and according to news reports, 
the Media has been suppressed and the 
country is being militarized. Under these 
circumstances, how are the Southern Sin- 
halese people going to rebel or uprise? 


A: I think, the reality is that many Tamils in Sri 


_ Lanka are likely to be; number one: Afraid; num- 


ber two: So flattened that they just try to survive 


and build on something and that’s a fair position 


_ and I understand that position. 


As it becomes more difficult for the Tamil 


_ people, due to militarization of the areas, the fact 





that they cannot resume their original subsistence 
by farming and the fact that they are no longer in 


control of their water supplies and their resources 


being diverted to the South, they are not going to 
remain in Tamil Eelam. 
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When the fisher folks: are denied their 
livelihood; the growth and prospects of Tamil 
students are hampered, I think its going to fester 
more and more and it could become the same kind 
of a tinder box, perhaps with less organized resis- 
tance because of intimidation and fear. What took 
place especially during the final days of the war, 
seriously and deeply imprinted to the Psyche of 
the Tamil people. 


And my guess is that they are still in 


shock. In fact I am still in shock and I am not a 
Tamil from Tamil Eelam. That could have hap- 
pened. So, what they will do would be to try to 
prevent that from happening again, because, hav- 
ing that happen another time, cannot be borne by 
the people in Sri Lanka. 


So, the role of the Diaspora in a sense to rally 
themselves and then rally the kind of International 
support that is needed to benefit the Tamil peo- 
ple on the Island, will be very important and can 
perhaps undermine the negative effects of having 
Russia and China playing into the politics. 

I think the ‘Rajapaksa Triumphalism’ as 
the Panel of Experts Report called it, the Trium- 
phalism will fade because even the Sinhalese are 
not going to see the. value added. They are going 
to see the approbation of the rest of the world. 
The LLRC does not have a road map for moving 
forward to anything positive, actually even to the 
Sinhalese. 

And my view is that the government is 
likely to target the factions and military people in 
the army who are from the Fonseka’s faction and 
generate a kind of inter Sinhala problem. In other 
words they are going to look like they are having 
an inquiry and even possibly having trials based 
on what occurred in the final months. They may 
pass it on to soldiers in lower positions and par- 
ticularly those in the opposition political faction 
which would be very divisive. 

I think the future of Sri Lankans in the 
next couple of years are going to be extremely 
complicated and very complex and the Tamil Di- 
aspora needs to be very sophisticated to that and 
be really willing to look at how they can truly af- 
firmatively effect things. 

] think, having a representative organiza- 
tion such as TGTE is extremely helpful. Because, 
it gets people who are used to democracy. It gets 
people who are used to having representations 
which are lacking in Sri Lanka to a certain degree. 

TNA is not able to function freely and 
their political survival is very difficult. As such, it 
becomes necessary to make kind of compromises 
that representatives of the TGTE don’t need. | 
think it’s a very, very valuable lesson. 

That said, the Diaspora needs to keep up 
with the very complicated and complex political, 
economic, social and cultural events taking place 
in the Island and in the International community. 


Q: So, under. these circumstances where 
does India fit in? Because, it is supposed to 
be the ‘Regional Power.’ It has been said 
that after the war, India will facilitate the 
implementation of the 13th amendment as 
an interim measure to the Tamil National 
problem. However, some say that India 
could not even stop the killing of over 450 


. Indian (Tamil Nadu) fishermen by the Sri 


Lanka’s security forces in their own land. 
Now, riots are going on in two Southern In- 
dian Sates, namely Tamil Nadu and Kerala 
and Tamils are being chased away. India 
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could not resolve these issues on it’s own 
land and how could one expect it to be a 
major player and give some kind of a solu- 
tion to the Tamil’s issue in Sri Lanka, some 
people question? 


A: In addition to the competition between Russia 
and China for Economic hegemony in Sri Lanka, 
India is seeking its own ends as well. That’s part 
of the element of complexity. Indian politics sound 
very complex and the politics between Tamil 
Nadu and New Delhi are complex. The players are 
pressing for India’s so called promise of aid to the 
Tamil people which is now reduced, in a sense, to 
building houses. 


Q: India promised 50,000 houses for the 
war affected people but, only a handful of 
houses are being built so far? 


A: Its true and laughable but, it is also serious. Sri 
Lanka is a small island with 3 big, huge powers 
fighting over it and how any of that can benefit 
Tamils, even the Sinhala people for that matter be- 
lies my understanding. I think Tamil Nadu politics 
may change. It remains to be seen. 

India itself has problem areas. It has Kash- 
mir and it has difficulties in certain states. And | 
think its always dicey. The relationship between 
Tamil Nadu and New Delhi is always kind of an 
unusual Tango and I think the Tamil Nadu politics 
is influx right now and its uncertain who’s faction 
or who’s group is going to rise up. Only time will 
tell. 

As I said, next two or three or five years 
are going to be very complex and complicated. It 
makes the role of the Tamil Diaspora very diffi- 
cult. But, if the Tamil Diaspora has the common 
goal and understanding then the rest of the world 
can sort of line up to combat the agenda’s of India, 
Russia and China in the Island. 


Q: Finally, what would you like to say to 
the Tamil Canadians? 

A: First of all, | would like to say to the Tamil Ca- 
nadians that they have, as a whole, as a group and 
as a specific group, done a very, very important 
work. They have raised the issues, they have done 
considerable public awareness activities of what 
was going on during March to May 2009. 

Interacting with the members of Parlia- 
ment, becoming more sophisticated in dealing 
with the media and politicians, in dealing with the 
local and national politics, they have made great 
strides. I would say to them however, that as far 
as the International posture goes, that they should 
look like that they are on the same track, that the 
TGTE, CTC (Canadian Tamil Congress) and all 
other actors have the same goal. 

It may not have hundred percent of the 
goal of each group but, unanimity on major is- 
sues would be a major accomplishment and from 
the ground it would help things evolve in Tamil 
Eelam. Because, as I said before, the International 
community looks for conflicts within groups and 
if the International community does not see con- 
flicts amongst the groups, they are more likely to 
listen very intently to the message. 

As such, I encourage Tamil Canadians to 
continue their efforts to seek ways to work togeth- 
er and to keep divisions and divisiveness out of the 
public view. 


Q: Thank you for your time? 
A: You are welcome. 
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